Company "M", 275th Infantry

May.15, 1943, 12 meén from the 9ist Infantry div.
reported to the 70th el Div. Hq. for duty as cadre,
After reporting in ¥ Regimental Hq. they wez=s reported
to Maj. Doer at 3rd Bn. Hq., who in turn sent them to 1st%
It Ketterer Commander of Co. M,

On May 24, the Company strength was increased by four
officer fresh from OCS., 2nd Its. Henderson, Huber, Woodbury
and Hawkins, A few days later thesgse lts. with the exceptlon
of 1t Henderson,were on a cleanup desail in the mess hall,
(This mess hall'was Bater taken over by H Co.)

Phe first 2 weeks of cadre training consigted of a 4
hour lecture in the morning and grass cutting and general
police of the Co. Areas in the agftermp afterncon., They at-
tended troop school in the evening from 1800--2000. The Bn.
cadre trained as a group, pulling the necessary details such
as guard duty K.P. etec.

On Infantr® day, June 15th, the Division formed on the
274th drill f£ieTJ and stood a dee formal retreat. Activation
orders were read =nd now they werefofficially part of the 70
Div. Prior to this time they had ¥Yeen attadhed to SCU 1911
at Camp Adair,

July 6 and7-h was an enjoyable trip to Newport. They
went by motor convoy to Zahats where they vivouaced on the
beach,

Bugust 17tk 18th and the 19th the members of M Co.
cadre particirated in the premier of "This Is The Army” in
Portland. After bivouacing in the®park they returned to
Camp on the 19th.

The next daz the first filler arrived in MF 8o. Pvi
Vach Nolder of Po¥tland Oreg. Who arrived on the 20th,
*Volunteering®™ for K.P., the next day he was made Chief En-
gineer of a potato bin construction job.

The fillers started coming in thick and fast from
almost every state in thelUnien. Upon arriving they all took
a 7 da8 filler course.

Jept 11 Orginazition da#l., We had a formal review at
Bradley Bowl after which Go¥,~Snell of Ore. extended ,to the

‘men of the division, his welcome to Oregon. ZThe following

Monday Sept. 13th , 'Basic training got under way. We started

bagic with a slightly overstrength company. Having our re-

quired classes on the M-1 rifle, milttary courtesy etc. we
were ready for a bivouac. The first one on record was Sept.

28th 29th and the 30th in Peterson Hollow. It was during

this time that we lost our first cadreman, lst Sgt Magkew

who was replaced by lst Sgt. "Daddy” Reed.



Oct 2nd and 3rd were spent at Toledo where we went by
motor convoy under Col Miller. We pitchad our tents in the
municipal ball park.  VWe were turned loose in the town and in
a ghort $time almost ever?) store in town was sold out,

Furloughs started for the cadremen in the middle of
Nov. The fillers got their furloughs commencing about the
middle of Dec.

Many of the mens wives had moved out to some of the
nearby towns and were invited to the compaﬁgffor.a-Thanksgiv—
ing dinner. - a

~Dec. 17 ended basic training and wewent into the advan& —
ed training with a 7 day bivouac at the junetion of theO1ld
Portland and Suver Rosds. We Came in on the 24th and had
the afternoon and Christmaa day off. Jome of the more for-
tunate men were able to spedd their Christpas at home.

Dec 26 we were at it again,another bivougsec in the sane
place for another 7 dagsg.

New ¥ears day was another dar off. The busses were so
crowded tht gou could hardly get out of camp. As a resuflt of
the transportation tie up some of the men made a day of it in
Camp.

The first part of Jan the Co. ran a night compass
course near Range 65, Our objective, a few hills away, was
to ba on a certain azimuth and at a given distance behind the.
- ®enemies” lines. A candle would be burning in a tin can.

This would be our assembly point. To make sure the light

. would burn a guard wag posted, It was cold, and he wasg slaepy)
go he curled up and went to sleep. The company wandered

over hilland dsle Jlooking for the "light that failea”

One week in Jan. the Co. walked ofer 80 miles toand
from the training areas. $eses These were field days for the
blister bustin' Medics. The following week was good for an
additional 25 miler.Which started the speed warches and -
Physical Fitmesas Teats,

Jate in Jan, the firgt men oEtxth®~Qe—to leave as
repdacements left to fill the ranks of our parent div, which
wag preparing for oversess movement in camp Adair. ien
continued to leave for different outfids until the middle of
March. At that time there were five pvit. left in the Co.
Four of which were hospitalized, and the other one was in
Fort Benning. .

March 17 some of the men left the Co.to train men
coming into the div from ASTP.swd Air Corps 8tc. They
took their infantrgyg basic in the PRIC section of Camp Adair,
Having completed the four weeks of training theg were sent
out to the different Qompanies.

In April we started running Bn., Field Ex. by combining
D,H,andd Companies to make a full strength heavg weapons Co,
At this time any one up to a T/Sgt were subject to various
details such as XK.P. guard duty and C.Qb ' -

While our troops were landing in Normandy on June 6,
We wane nabout to land in knee deep mud as we launched an
attack on the fortified pesitions of Adair,

‘déune June 15th Infantry dag also the lst annimersary of the
70th -We paraded dovn € Ave, to Bradley Bowl where again Earl
Snell repeated his speech of Sept 11 1943, Ben Dahlnuiset
gave us 8 pep talk, Expert Inf .Badges were awarded& to the
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men who passed thz Bacid"” tests., While the camp was open 1o
the public and the rest of the men lnd the day off after

-setting up » display of_the meapons. S/Sgts. Giles, Mckensie,
and Mersch were enjoving a day of K.P.

. Towards the last of June we began t~ hear rumors to the .
eflfect that we would soon h»e leaving Adair. The advance parzy '
left for Pt leonard “ood around the firat of July.

Cur Co strength was increaged about this time by the
addition oftwo officers , 1t Popovac and 1t Vacek. This brough+ -
the total companvy offieers to 4. : _

July 22 we vacrted our barracks and moved into the DBn,

Quadrangle for the night. July 23 we entrained and after '

three dirty daesgs on troop sleepers we arrived in Ft leonard
- Wood, Mo. Ve were greeted by the Div. band plsyinrg=eld and
the strasins of "01é Juzarma" coming through the mist which wm
was rapidly turning into g slight rainfall, Ve moved into #
the barradks under dover of derkness and tried to find our
duffle baga berore trn rain wnshed them awsy.

1

While at f Vood we underwent FOil training, ran division= s

' ped problems, tcok our usual hikes, had salt pills galore,snd

in genaral had a hot 0ld time under the Mos,sun.

Ve recieved some fillers during our ~tay at Vocd.
Here for the fTirst time We bhad our T0 strengtk ofofficers.
Some men ven!t bafore the screening hcard, some got discharged.
while others got dissapoiniments,

We left Ft. Wood Nov., 18th-Testination Ugknown--
Rumor had it thét we were Boston Boun:d, We arrived in Camp
Miles Standish Nov, 21, thile at Standish we had a geries
of shots, TE 21 checks, lectures TE 21 checks, had pasges to
Boston and surrouniing towns, and we had an occasianal T 21
check. '

Dec., 6 we boarded the USE Vest Point in the early after
noon After an uneventful trip over Wwe landed in Marsailles ,
Ded’ 16- )
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bag 6, 1944

Doparbed P 154 EM and 8° foicors presant. Davanzo,
Thomas 4, - Sick Boy.

Dso 7, 1944 through Dec 14, 1944 . '
At S%s = Davanzo, Thomus 4, - Sick Boy
Deo 1b, 1944 | o
. nrrlvcd Port of marseilie - Unloaded in bdréea, sn-
trucked wnu traveleu by wiuck Jelta Bay Section CP #R.
Davagnzo, Yhomas «, {0 6Yth Stution Hospitul.

Dec 16, ly44

. Organized camp site, pitcheu tonts'qnd re0igallizod
Gompuny. ' .

Dac 17, 1u44
regeived TAT, destribuled vweupons, cleunsa ﬁpapona.'
veo 18, lyid |
Trainlng; digvribdbuving nesusu supplies TO Sylaus,
Vee 19, 1944 : ‘ ‘
. hxchdnbod Amerlc“n Monsy to franos. '. -

-~

Veg 20, 1lyd4

L

Men on Puss 0 marseille, fcporh a good time pul
woren Mmoraly 1ow. '

Vsc zl, ly4d
ﬂecievea.iirsb overssss PX, ien on pass'to iarseille.
Deo 22, 1udd |
T Prepared td mové. 90 men lexulbﬁ train 1700,
Deo 23, 1944 | |

79 wsn leit DB3 by motor convoy using wiapona cacciers,
' ?ravelea 4bout L35 miles. .Stopped av airport., Cold.
 Dae 4, 1944 ; | L
Motor convey moveu oub 0700 travelaa anqutllbolﬁilea

to. Ui John whera we stayed in city park. HMen attenved-
Chrisvmas eve Mass, Snow wau Cold,. '

Dec &5, ly4d
‘Lett Di John ChrlstMaS orming 0700 by mocor éunvoy,_

traveleda about 140 nilews. Stayed in forwers military
scadenmy. Snpow &ua cold. Morale Good.






