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Brlo? of 6uh Arniy Group Operations

";-l Lanﬂing 1n Southern France.,

o Under command oi Beventh frmy, Operetions "DRAGOON" began 15 August with VI
: L Corps compoged of the veteran Third, Thirbty-Sixth snd Forty-Fifth Divisions
i nakinp the asseult landine, Trench Arny "B' came ashore in the wake of VI Corps
. repid adyence northwaro, turned westward «nd by 28 Ausust had captured Toulon end
8 mpping up in lMarseilles, With Task Force Butler speeding northecstward to-
5 W1 Corps continued up the hthone Valley, Before reaching Grenoble
d west and t__tﬁomﬁted to blook 'bhr“ P.,hon Rllay in rear oL bhe re-

up the west benk of the Rhone to prcbtect Seventh Ammy's left flonk. After the
"-'.Valence battle, *he dvance convinued rapidly nobthward.

*"2 Slxth Arny Groa.p Assumes Comriand ,

Moﬁng from Bt Tropez where the first headousrters was established on 31
"Ahﬂust to lyon, Sixth Avmy Group assumed conmand of "DRAGOON“ Torces on 195 Septem~
 ber, Trench clements becume Firet French Army when 6th Army Group took command.

Mein body of our forccs was generally along the line DIJON-BESANCCN. Patrols of
. the 1 DUT of French Amy "BY cnd 2 DB, French division of KV Uorps, established
. contact at SOMBIENON on 11 Scoptember, On 14th September firm contact mes mede -
i botweon the two Gdvisions SE of (,MJ:TMO‘\TT. After contact with LV Corps was made,
| French Amy moved to right of Sevonth Amiye Fipst French Army wae directed on
the axie BESANCOR-BELFCRT whilo VT Coi'ps was advancing on axis VESOUL-8T DIES XV
Corps, composed of 79th US Iufontry Division wné 2nd Freneh Armorcd Division, was
vrensferrced to the Bth Arry Group on 29 September in the ILUKEVILLE srez. Late
in October tl:'rcc new UG Divisions, IOOth and 105rd I'ﬂfantr*r and 14.1:11 .z-‘..rmorod
debarked ab iiorgeillos and wore gssiceod to 6ih Ay Group. .

'“uies ware inflicted u_pon *ho enamy. Iu"" “119, stron.g; I'J»onch i‘orces had advanced L




iy Of¢ed81vﬂ to_closc 9o fhe hino.

'aestinod 't broach the SAVERTH Ge; emd capbturc Strasbourg by 27 lovembsr. On
overbur 14., Wivst Premeh Limiy's o ”“eps:wc L.gamsb BIL“ORT GAP beasn end ‘vIULIiDUSE
Lﬂaﬁiq 'urod on 22 Novcnbor. -

"4 Ardemes Ofi‘enswu. :

b Aftar captuling BIRASBOURG, oe“enth Loy turnpd Aorth and had roachud thc

'"Fruneo—Gcrnan border wiin the Gotman'ARD“NNL counberoffonsive upset operations.

o Bevopth Lomy sidosli,gnod to the deft, taking ovor a Corps! sector from Third Army

't"lerEbJ weakeniﬂg ite Iront and shcl.ring tompororidy dve offensive,.  On 1 J'unuar.,, /
o S‘hrong German a‘tbgc}; i ";._Ul“.;.ﬁ.d ag‘,,inst Beventh Jrmy in the HARDT Mountcins cnd

/| made some head:ay ‘before beirs svalled, Those operations, However, mede 1t neces-

sary for Seventh Apmy to withdriw o the Loder RBiwver Line which it occupied while
operations werc underway to reduce tho Colmar Pociict.

Bi’\-’lui@l’i me“cr comn.;ud the French II Oorpu launche(i an aﬁtaclc
gouthward on 22 Jonvary to join up with Fronch i Corps attacking ‘towards the north
to reduce the Colmar Pocket, Opovatibna did not progress as ropidly as eﬁpectod

< ond She N1 D8 Covos Ath the 2088 ond Aoeh Infentry and 12%h Arnored Divisions

| mere sont in to bolster tlie atiool. Whon the /I Corps came into tho pieture

/ o U8 Diviadon woit undor its codbtrol, With this added strength, Gorren res:\.st—-

. aneo was broken end e west bark of the Rhine south of Strasboure was clcared or

'. : _..'--onemy on 9 February. Hollewing this oporation, the ontire X1 Corps wes 4rans—
T'jferred back 0 Seveonth Arrr ; ; . ; |

“@6 Brcacalng the oiabi“led Line,

| Rosted and refittod crd stnc,_whorcd by addition of 63rd, 42nd Infoutry, «nd
'.lG‘f.h Armored Diviciors, Scvonth Amy loaurehcd wn atheo ck mgninst the Sieefricd Liuc
15 Mareh ns Third frny drovr_f“cn whe rorth_fron ceross the Mosclle River throush @

i 'On Novemcer 13, Seventh Lrn fomgosed of +he VI gnd b8 COlps, bcgan o,perutions




BECTRICTED RESTHICTED

the Spar Palatinate, Alded by the rapid advance of Third Army, Beventh Lrmy rapidly
/ ©losed %0 the Raine River in dits zore while moking preparctions to make an sssoult
crossing across the river at the same time, All orgonized resistance west of the
Rhine Biver cnded 2 Mawpeh,

7+ Crossing the Riine and Advance to Bast,

L8 Third Ariy advanced on Fronlefurt from its bridgchecad across the Rhine,
goveuth Arpy, spearheaded by the 3rd and 4hth InTontry pivisions, established a
bridechecd over the Rhine on 25 lieveh., Progross was repid and Seventh Army
elenonts relieved Third Army units slons the M in River on 27 karchy @ Advancing
eastward, Seventh Jymy moved north of Nuremburg to the Bayreuth arca where it was
tarned gouthwardy ddreeved on unichy; Fipsvrirench Army moderan assanli o erossing
of the Rhinc on 31 March and advanecd southward on KARLELUHE.

8. ‘Purn Southward ,

Seventh Lrmy turncd southward ot BAYREUTH, coptured Nurcmbure on 18 April
while Virsy Pronch Army wos advencing down the Riine plain and extending into
the Black Fovest arca, Apbter toking these objectives, the arnies regrouped on
the Tun and continued a relentless pursuit of the shatbered Gorman forces with
Seventh Army copturing UIM on 24 April and Munich on 1 licy ns First French Army
sealed the Oermen-Swiss border on 25 Lpril and reduced orgenized resistonce in
the Black Forest area on 27 Lprily

9« Opercvions into Vestern Austrin,

Directed tu occupy the mountoinous region of western Austria to prevent the
formetion of the much talked sbout Gornon Netional "Redoubt®, 6th Army Group dir-
eeted Soventh Amy to continue southward with fast, mobile forces to seize INNG-
BRUCK and I1.NDECK to ULlock prsses into northerr Italy while First French Army was
ingiructed o scize the highly importent FREGENZ-FRLDKIRCH hinge of the "Redoubt"
elong the Austriin-Swiss border, DERGINZ wes captured 2 Ny snd progress continu d
1o the south in the Prench sector, Seventh Arny advanced well inbo the Alps and
was only throe nmiles from the importont east-west communication link of the INN
River in the THMSBRUCK orea,

Eatry of 6th Army Group units intc western iustris rneans on advance of over
900 miles sivce the lending in southern Frence 15th August 1944,






