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3 ON OPRRATIONS AGAIN 81

Froa conference at Headquarters Sixth Army Group
Colonel Julian Deyton, G-~3 (Battle Lessons Branch
Headquarters ETO, APC 887 »

1. Beokgrownd.

a. Shortly after the VII Corps had bresched the Siegfried Line en
its frent south of Aashen, & small group of efficers of the Training Branch,
G=3, Twelfth Army Greup, visited the sene of astion ef that corps for the pur~
pese of studying the details of construction and tactical dispositioems of the
ebgtacles and fortifieations as well as the tacties and techniques involved.
Thereafter these officers visited the sone of action of the V Corpe who had
ponstrated inte the 3iegfried Line but mot threugh it. Joms ef the fellewing
infermtion was cbtained by persensl ebservation and other from cecmmnders and
staff members of eorps, divisions and regimenis.

s 4 week prier to the present offemsive of tho XIX Corpsy a repre=
sentative of this Hesdquarters visited Headquarters, XIX Cerps and the divi-
siens of that cerps and disseminated information that had been previcusly gein-
od on the fronts of the VII and V Cerpss Also some of the operatiens of the
XIX Cerps were observed during their offemsive and additional infermation was
odiained frem ccaanders and staff mewbers of the serps, divisiens and regiments.
It 49 believed that the infermation imperted te the X1IX Corps was of benefit
and with that in view, all'armies, corps snd divisions who have not contasted
the Siegfried lime are being|visited for the purpose of disseminatien of informe
stion pertaining to eperstions)against that line, '
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2. . '

Re At 1 seotion of the Siegfried Line censists of one eor mere
bands of dragems teeth epaced from six te twelve miles spert with zutually
supperting reinforeed cenercte suplasements digpersed throughout its depth. A
Band of dragens testh sonsists of from six to eight rows of dragons teeth. The
depth of sach band is from 30 to 40 feet, the dragens teeth deing apyroximately
five feot apart in both depth and widthe The dragons teeth are en a gontinuous
base of cencreie, esnsisting of reinfersed ccoarete strips. The reinforesment
of each dragons toeth consists of five 14 inch stecl repes shaped te fellev the
eentour of the tooth, ' ‘

be An antitank diteh is ofton feund in froat of a band of dragens Seetk.
This ¢iteh is not of soncrete but is only am exsavation. Neither the antitank
diteh ner the éragens teeth was an obstasle to feot troops, but only teo traek
or wheeled vehisles. At the intersectienm of the bands of dragons teeth with
roads, the dragens teeth effect is ocontinued seress $ho read by heavy stesl “I°
beans fitted in_sencrets recesses in the read bed. The density of thess “I°
beans was the same as the density of the reinforeed ¢onsrete dragoms testh. In
some instanses, st the intersection of the bands of dragoas testh with impreved
peads, the “I" beams were fitted with & releass meshanism that operates similarly
to the trunk door ¢f sa swtomodile, i.¢s when you reise the doer emce it will
stay up and when you raise it again the release mechanism eperates snd the doer
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tan be lovered. In other capses the "I" beams were either wedged in with wooden
poge or secured in the recesses vith eoncretes Usually, both in frent of and
in the rear of the "I" beams, a heavy hinged stcol gate was founds Theso gatos
were sometizmes loscked and sometimes bDolted olosed. Also, huge grators wore of~
ten found in froat of the “I" besms. In some instanses read bleeks were located
on the read ssvernl hundred yards in froat of the intersections of the dands of
dragons teeth with reads.

¢e The mmtually supporting conerete emplacements that were dispersed
threughout the depth ef the position were from cae to five rooms in sise, usually
sonsisting of three rooms. These explasements were of reinfereed soncrete and
were irom six te seven feet thiek on top, front, sides and rea®. One or twyp ome
brasures vere 80 placed ss to provide riing fire te adjadent pill boxes.
These embrasures vere "stepped in” to a 1§ iack steel plate basked up by 24 feet
of cencretes A pert was in the ¢enter of eash emdrasure through which & weepen
eould be fireds These ports were usually about fourteen inches wide and ten to
twelve inches high. Ports eould be clessd by doers or plugs of 1§ inek steel
backed by 24 foet of soneretes The roeme of the emplacements were used as live
ing quarters for the garrison ss well as sterage spece for ammunition aad retions.
aderground telephene cables furnished commmisation between emplacements and
botween soumand posts and emplacements. The emplasemants were usually equipped
for gas decentamination and had & ventilating system: The suplasements were
esonstructed prier Ve 1940 and were to reccive the 37 mm antitenk gun which was
the sppreved antitank gun of the Gorman Aramy at that time. The present German
entitank guns ¢un net be fired from the emplacomarta. No amtitenk guns were
found st any of the ewplasements in the sones of action of the ¥, VII or XIX
Corpse The enly weapons found in any of the emplacements were small eras sad
heoavy msshine gusse Aatitank guns were dispersed threugheut the depth of the
positien and were eften in the immedinte visinity of emplacements, connested
with them by sommmisating trenches. The ports {n the embrasures were so smll
and the field of fire was so linited that a mashine gun fimal protective line
waz maintafined. Little wire was found at any plase throwghout the depth of the
positiocn, dens mimes were feund on the appreashes to the intersecticms of the
bands of dragons teeth with the roadsy; and ia eome instamces on likely approac
¢s %o the pill bexes. :

3. Speraiions. :

8s The bdreashing of a band of dragens teeth vag sinilar te a strean
sressinge A bridgehead was established, by taking out all weapons whose fire
seuld bo brought te bear on the poiat selested for breashings Ia order teé de
this, recommaissance was necessary to determine the lecation ef the euplasaments
in the propesed bridgehead. The emplasessnts wers espocially well cameuflaged.
Maving been build prior to 1940 and having been well covered over with esrth,
exsept for embrasures and eutranses; vegetation has grown up over them and the
emplacemsnts have blended in with the beok-greunds A% & wvery short ruamge it was
extremely diffficult to recognise them, however, suspected localities could be
picked up due te wmatural loocking mounds. Fremech maps showing the lecatiom of
esplacsenents wers not entirely ascurate and were not complete. IZmplaceaents
sould not be readily loeated on air photegraphs, however dragons teeth ceuld be
dstected: In eme instance s captured German map was feund to be very complete
and acourates. By visual reconnaissance, likely locations of emplacements could
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be determined, and a patrol often eonfirmed that explacements were located
at suspected spotes An effestive means of logating pill boxes wes to fire
\rager amsunition at suspecied lesations and if richohets were observed,
artillery was used to uncever the pill bex. :

be Mireet fire by tank guns snd frem ThDs was used t0 suppert the
advanee of infaniry in Infeniry Divisions. Time fire was most effective in
neutralising the fire of satitank guns om the outside of the pill baxes. The
erews of the antitank guns eften sought shelter in the neardy emplacements snd
time fire on the outside of those smplacesents would eften keep the antitonk
erevs from manning the antitank guns. Small arms firs and the fire of auto~
matic weapons was most effective in supporting the advance of infantry: The
fire of small arms and autematic weapens against the ports did not usually 140%
until sometine after the supporting direet fire of artillery, tanks, and TDs
had lifted. It was found desirsble that this small arms asd sutomatie weapoms
fire be delivered against the porta until the last poseible moment. This small
srus fire was direeted against the ports of the embrasures and was very sucesss—
ful in newtraliszing the fire of the automatisc weapens in the expiacenentse

e A short eeneentration of artillery fire usually preceeded the ate
tagk by the infantry. In the attack ageinst any pill box it was necessary to
aeutralise the fire of all of those whish gave mutual suppert. After a bridge~
head hud boon sstablished to protect the point selested for Mreashing a band of
dragous teethy meehanisal mouns bad to he used to make m path through is, If
the point of breashing was threugh reinforced conorete dragens feeth it was
found $2at & 35 1b eharge of THT would destroy s samll dragons tooth and 50 lbe
of TNT was used to destroy the larger ones., These charges were tamped on e
" side and near the bases It was found desirable to take out two rows, in depth,
of conarete dragons testh in order to furnish an smple breash. Anocther mesns
of establishing a erossing over the conarete dragons testh was to use a tank
doser and establish a dirt resp over the bands Thie method was not too satise
fagtory because tenke er vehieles would seen pask the esrth leaving the tops
of the dragons teeth protruding and the tank doser had to be continually waed,y
thus interfering with the passage of the vehislese

de At the intersections of the bande of dragoms teeih with roeds,
several metheds were used for remving the "I” beams from the road bed. If the
“I" beam were equipped with & relesse mechaxiem as previouwsly deserided, five
or six men could 11ft the beam about ene foct and when the relsase mechanism
would cperates; the beam zould be dropped se that £t was flush vwith the pavement
and a stesl door olosed over the resess. If the "I” dean could not be removed
in this manner a necklsse of § 1d blooke of TNT was used te cut it off. In ene
instance a tank wrecker was used to 1ift the "I" beams from the recesses in the
rosd bede The steel gates in front and in rear of the "I" Deams were removed
by blowing the lock or bolts that secured the gate and thon by ewinging the gate
opens In some insteances both the look or bolts, and the hinges wers bdlown and
the gate removed te one sides If the approaches to the intersections were mined,
sither with antipersonnel or antitank mines, these had to be removed. Any road
blecks had to be removed. Consrete semplacements and sntitank guns were found
throughout the depth of the position.

6s Aftor emplacements were saptured it was found necessary to seal
them so that Jersan patrols could nmot infiltrate and re-oscupy them at night,
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The doors were in some instances spot-~welded. In others, an explosive charge
was used to blow the handle from the doer after the door had been closed. The
most populer method used was to cover all the cpenings to the embrasures with
esarth by use of tenk dosers. If this last method were used it was found nec-
essary to protect the tank dosers and the usual protection eonsisted of two
tanks and approximately a platoom of imfuntry. ¥When the tank doser was not
protected, German patrols often infiltrated and destroyed both the erew and the
tank doser. It was found immdvisable for our troops to ooccupy captured pill
boxes as patrels would infiltrate at might and with grenades or othervise cause
sasualties by refding theso escupied pill bexes.

.. ' Vs 'x red ! i .
difference in preperiion of infantry to tanks in an
armored division, the methods used by an armored division were different than
those used by un infaentry division. Supperting fires are gonerally the same,
however armored divisions advansed their tanks shead of the infantry ueing a
great deal of time fire, as compared to infamtry divisions who use the aitsshed
tanks ss supporting guas from hulledown pesitions. The infentry advanced bo=
hind the tanks and operuted against the embrasures as descrided in the epers=
tione of an infantry divisions After passing by emplacanments, tanks operated
against the rear of the pill vexes by firing againet the rear doers Tank
weapons do not penstrate these doors bdut the condussion of this close range
fire 4s terrific and in many instandes the tank fire alone caused the surrender

of the garrison of the explasemsnt.
Se

@« The SP 155 mm gun, W13 with the conorete burating shell was the
most sucsessful gun in penetrating the esbrasures of explacements. O(me direct
hit would, in every instance, pemetrate an esbrasure.

be Nine greups of mediws bombers and two groups of dive boumbers sup~
ported the attask of the 30th Mivision en the freat of the XIX Corpss Only a
fev of the bambs dropped by the medium boabers hit within the saturatien area.
The bombiag by the dive dombers wae aceurste in that the bemks were plased in
the ssturation srea; however it ie doudiful if any direct hits were ebtalned
on emplacemente¢ Gersan prisoners stated that the bdombing wus ineffective.
It 49 not implied that futwre dombing, in sippert of troops oparating agninst
the Slegfried Lime, will not be effectives It 4s only poiated cut that iz this
instance the bombing was not acourate.



