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,cé %roke ¢le~r snd cool on the 22nd--nerfect observation

-:_épemf, wh?ch ther utilized, ZXEerly . in the_morning, a
remort rerched the 7 thet Lthree Germens were s;ghtnd to the
re-r of our nerimeter, mecs genr in théir hands, The? were
el talrn ﬁrisoner engd brouztt to the CF in the center
or the e£mnll perimetrr,.

' ~hnt there were more inm the vicinity ras soon sttented to
b the *21l of "burp gun" fire th=t began grazing ovr position
intermitientlye The érpa wng dense with =mrll f£ir trecs, making
visibility difficvrlt, but not stonning the bullets. “Becnuce
of this most men staved -retty close to if not in their holegs 21l
the morninz. ¥ rations had been drouzht up during the nightx
nmd were distribnted, | '

“bout noon Cant, ¥Widder, acting as lalson for Cel. Conley
¢~ dovn to our mosition be-ring orders for us to withdraw
from there, be t our way across the eountry, thru the recistance
e hadé brongerd the dov brfore, and take our orizin-l obiective,
T“het thic would be nothins short of suicide, trvinsg Yo Tizht
urhill ooainert emrlnced avtomatie wesbons wos omaerent o Tant.
Dslew, who refused to follow thnt route. There war snoth T
rovte of withdrewsl ¥rnewn to him »nd we uremarsd %o mull out,
leavinz ™ commenv in —osition.

.8 cvle¥ly Aand st -aAltihily 25 nossible we o£~déled um 2nd
rranared to move ovt, The groging fire ve were receiving
crused n coutle of dives for the holerz before the move got
und-r7ov. 2t. Breen, morisr eguad lesder, was 8 casualty
Jvet e we steoriecd out,

Tovin~ slewlr, to scout out the terrnin aghend, fenring
eznecinlly sninere, tre colvmn wound un the hill to the 1-ft ra=mr
of ocur =osition. During the elimb, a sniper got snothsr man from
third rlatoon, ) _

To evérybody‘s niemsant surrrise, the cnamtain led us safely uv
and trbﬁnd te cuy mrover ari-, without another co2runlity cor any fir
B commanv had or-ceeded us on onr final obiective, clenring tho
encomr ffom the ground.

moving crrefully beeruse of mines, esmeciallr anti-innk,
in the are~, we moved dowrn to the pesition, eatablished an all

erournd defance, and begen to 4ig in. The comnany forgnrd O was
ectohliched in 7 wall boilt Cermen dugout near the c¢recst of the



hill, The renr CP was siill In Behren, where 4% had remained siner
.the gtert of the nttack.

Our miscion vas still to ecut the Metz ro2d, which we were going
to »tiemnt thet nizht, Thot 1t wee gtill un use wnhs showﬁ b the sounds
of vehicles sné horce drrun corte we had he-rd the night before. ILt.
'Tertinez and his ﬁlat@on'vere picked for the mission. around nmidnight
rfter » reconnrisrnce of the ground, he moved his ~letoon down the
clooe to the smot. Iines and wire had been drought un to o DP 800
vards to our resr, to which cerrying parties were disnatehed to bring
it um. ’ '

After Tt, "rrtinez had been briefed in his task the forynrd €7
men curled vt in the cold to get n 1ittle rest. 11 h~d ~one without
elenn for seversl dnre and nichts, so desntie the hz2rd, Yumny aong
drimming roe's, we snrawled out for a few hours., '

' In the mornin~y of the 23rd, Cant. Dalevr and his messenzer went

boek to “tzilin-en, site of the second battslion CFs It wosn't lovg
hoveyrr, k- fore the cantoin c-me out azain, deiection on hie fertures

and in kie v7al¥, He hrd been relieved of hiec comrmeond,

The new comnnny commonder, 2nd Lt, Georce =, Blanchord, » West
Toint or~drevr, 2nd who hrd been uo until then a mort r =letoon
leader in K com»nny wne met out ne T our mositiors and tnken to the
commonrte forw-rd 7 in the cnove, - -

Lt. Trrtinez' nlatoon in the merntime hog bren 1pder tnank and
em2ll arme fire in trelr cxvmoced oaition, so wer: erdrred to
ﬁithdrﬁw, ic~vinz the ro2d block in »Ilace, u»n the no~r to the
nocitions thewr 'nd held e rlier the nizht before, which wns rccomp-
1ich=d witrout = crovalty, Lt, Peters, D commwny HMG platoon 1londer had
been wovnfied enrlier in the encazement and w-: ev-ocunted, '

~ Durin~ the nizht of the 23rd, 2 force of fermrns had retaken the no

to our 1aft for the recond time, overrumming and svrrovndinz mart of
T eommenr, even ortting un automatic wesvtons on top of o nillboxr mommTeR
occunnied br Pavt of T company and e Torward obgerver hnrty of H
commany, Trom our nosition we had zo0d obrervation of the retion
takiny Tl~ee neroes the draw, soXx It, Blsnchard brgon to zrre 1in _
.2 and 8l mn morter=z on the enemy,  nunher of direect hits rere scored
inclvding one on the I'T nect on ton of the nillbor,

Yo furth-r ~ood covld be accomnlishad there ro Lt. Blancherd and
“fe Tarker, st11]1 C's mercencer, ment bock to the ioeommany Cp, a
nillbox 820 vards to our Te'r where he ealled the batt~lion commanfer,

. runner h~d jurt renorted in that = t-nk dertroyer, sunnorting
an'ne-velt force rnde uh'ef nlatoone from severnl commanics was stalled,
refucint to crocs a smell diteh in the read. The ne¥W GO rassed this info-



rmation on, in turn received an order tq.govdut and get it mhvinz,
Obeying,'he and “fc Parkrcr vent domwn to the TD'e location on & narrow
trail-like ro~d, talked to t"e tank cemmender and goét a promize

thrt the vehicle would nove ahend, | '

On the left flank of the force was a platoon from ?companv under
It. Ebling, The lievtenant had injured his leg so was ufiable to lead
his men, who were cowerins in thier holes, Conseguently'the officer
2nd mnn from C ecommany had to run to enéh hole to get the attack moving
azrin, which ther did swee scfully. .fter moving 25 verds or seo, the
TD sli=ned ons trnck offf the trril, but continued firing G and
¢onnon. Br this time howevrer the Jerries had be@omé;engulfed in the
attnek and vere surrenderinz or retreatinz. Lt. Blanchard subreacuvently w
sparded th- “ilver 3tar medal-for thiés action. ' ‘

The grbund thrre, "hichern Keights, vos rez-rded nms o nntionnl
monumeft br the Jermane, who vere determined to hold or fctnkp 4t at all
corts, & our rorition was ~vite vulneroble to 1ngiltr*tién rnd am-
velo~mrnt tnetics, being out on » nose nlone =s it & emed we alwoyse
were, » thin ovtmozt line wrs stretched alony the left military crest
of t*- hill e -eccunied, contneting & plateon of B comnany, which likked
ve then to U company CF en the left, somewhnt strengtheninz ocur nreecar-
fious porition. Fatrols weTe slso rmh hovrly along the line, s=s
an ndditionnl gnfetw measure. ’

No f-rther trovble w~s ermerienced, and the eriticrl nizht wes nassed.

The 25th of Febrvnry ve nnintained our nositions. The nrricd we spent
in this loc-%tion w-s rensrkn 1 fres from enemy artillery z2nd mort-r fire
on our actual norit ons, . conﬂidprable volune of fire, howevsr, was
landinz down ne~r and to the 1aft of our former roadhloct. It wns
mrinls interdicting fire on th- Metz read and the rond to Etzlinnen,

Hot chorv rag delivered azain the nisht of the 25th, n welcone
chﬁrwp in the ¥ r~tion diet,

The ofterncon of the 25%th, the gitrntion brcﬂnp crit10°1 2 thhent
th-t e nizht be outflanked nnd cvt off loomed ‘ag & grave Porecibilitr.
Tor thir reeron, 1t. Flanchrrd rithdrew the comnanr 800 varés to where w&
corld form p bett-r line, ti{ed in vhrsicrllr on our flanks. The Cp moved
into 2 nillbex with B comnanr jurt behind the 1ine of thkenched that
- ©ve wrre ocenyiny, . small rond junetion there hnd been constently
receiving consider~ble ener: Tire, whibh ¢ 'ntinued to paend in
int-r-itt- ntlv ﬂll night., There was one ecssuvalir, out of the fovrth
pl-toon, o .




~he svening of the 27th we recrived erders to move, by ahuttle
to "erhach, ~bout 2 miles nwav, to take uD A reserve -ggition, cetting
2 1ittle reﬂt. The G noved bnck rron “t:linuen duvring the late nfier-.
noon ~nd recured billete for the conmeany., The rest-of the commany, reliev
br nert of 3 eormmany comdleted the move by qidnight.

Necre~tion nnd s~ecisl servier facilities were utilized ‘to the 11n1t_
on the 28th, Showers end cleon c19+has, the first in many dave for manmy
of the men, /thenm were AaveilsbRd all dey. The regimental ban’ come up
and@ »l-ved, ond movies were srovn., The aeni-monthlv PX rations, including
beer, nlso crme in thot dsy, 211 these thinze together giving the men
the mnximem vossible beflefit from the short stov, '

The morninz of the lst, the commanr nre-wred to =rt B-ck in the _

fi=ht ~-=in in t*e s~me r e~ we hnd 1left on “nichern Aeights., The netunrl
"move” order 4° da't come put bntil *hrt ev-nin - O nand ve cot underway a2t
7oL, .
3 com an+, vhich h~d relierved us wa2s in tvrn relisrved,bm C company
tokiny over their nositions setting up the forvard CF in n “{llbox on

the nnse to the rizht of the onec ve hnd held, Thr re T CP, still maint “in
br 1st ot filliams, eect up »-nin in Ttzlingen,

Dur ~ission Ag7in wes holding the line, waiting fbr units on our
ri*ht and left to catch up. There wns no activity on the 2nd however,
excent for nattol activity, to deternine whether or not our forner
area had been Teeccupede by the Germans. It seened to be unoccunied, they
rarprted. '

- Orders were received that nizht fer the commnany to atisfk the next
morniny, our first objective azain the same ground where we hnd set un
the road bleck, in order to flank the villnge of Golden Brehon, Franee.

The coorfinntrd nttnack fummed off about 0830 although we were tempe

orzrily out of cormmunication as 3Sgrt Lockfort had gone back to the '
CP for a nev battery 4in his SCR 300. |

The tirrt and third nlatoons and an at'ached Hrw pection only teok th
Toute, the second end weanonz vlatoon remnining, in order to nake an
att~ck on the village from the hill derectly behind it, S-2 renortw
indicoted there ware only a fety houses there, 1izhtly drfended. It
turned out, howevsr, that there were 57 builRings and that the Germons
there vere not eempletely scld on tho {den of surrenderingc.

Dur rlanking movrment hownvnr, ‘st~Tted on schedrle, G eomnnny on eur
1ett a*ain,‘with whom we were to naintain phyeical contact. That was
soon lost, hornvpr, and the =mkm CO halted the pnit while we pent twe

" =mnll prtrols to tr" and necsttblish contac‘ .

In the menntime, the Germans had gotten their mortsrs 1eroed in
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znd begon drooving them in. Although there were a numberr of near mimses
no easualties, '

sbout 1100, the €O moved the c03ﬂany'forwnrd arain, almest th where
our CP had been in that -areo, then he and his mescenger stanrted back to
the CP in the pillbox to get further orders on the sitration.

On the =y, sz the— ~mnro-chied the rosd Junetion just in front ef eur
lines of Peb, 27, 8 terrific barrage of séreeming meenirs {NebeRkwerfer)
slamméd into the rrod and trees 50 vards ahsnd of t' em, TFortunstely

2 diteh rlonzeide the road afforded comer and neither wae Aurt,

Socn after noon, the first ard third vletoons were mover forvard
rzein, to¥irg un nositions on tre righttlone of the noae we had
Previensly held, then swrited the frontal attaek to be made
br the second Dlatoom on the villaze., At-1500 thev ceme down the slone
tor=ré the oblectlve but were net with heavy enery artillery, mortar
and small arme fire seucinzy ceverel sasualties, It was obviour th-t the
gitu-tion =+ wor-s t¥~t the -2 revorts h~d stated, szo Lt. Connor
vithdrew hie men and brought trem around to where the rest of the
COMDANT TAS., .

Apother vrrinrt r doferpe voar org-nised and plans for another
attack Pefore the nert down formulated, '
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than w$nﬁﬁdi§n¥§81§4955f”§ EH?Er%E? x%%&cﬁf gf%hgﬁfeafgff %Frdg;?ﬁgﬁgar
nren~ration, weg vlavned fer the esrly morninz darknees of the feurth,
~ecordinglv, the men wrre to get nas mueh Trest ns Dossible that night,
being rendy» to jum~ off ahoult CYC0.

8 H-hour nrnronched, %Xt began getting lizhter, through the thin
ground haze, = bit earlicr thrn we h~d fizured, so the men were ceaxed
"i~to gre~ter ~ctivity to be able to otiseck with dorknecs for concealment,

The »l-»n-of ~tt-ck was for the third »lntoon to taks the buildings e:
the 1eft zide of the T7etz ro2d and the second 2nd remnrnts of the first
to work throu~h the more numergus brildinze on the richt. “he fourth nlaf
staved vhrre it wog eov-ring the a»nreonch aleng the Iletz rond Trom the
directins of "drring Tende,  “he OF with the ertiller forv-Yd obrerver
»rriv moves down to the very bottom of the nose, where Lt. “rrtinez’

Yord bloe™ h=F heen, whare the comman: commander felt he could bezt
oh rrve nnd contrel the omer~tion. Tith the CO were tgt. Lockfort,
and  fc's Tpgetrez.and arker, _ - -

v Jurt. o dnrrlight begen to bre @ the t~in columne moved suietlyr off
tom-rd the hou-ee., “Then the troovns vere 78 words out, howevrr, ang
exnlosion, follew~d shortlv bdbv iwo more, diszclesed the - -wrasence of nines
in the orer, L man had fallen afier each exnleoeion, one foot blewn off,

. f0 1itter berrers were ¢nlled for.,

We were afrald that therse explocions had geven avey ihe attack, but
agnarentl the enemr had not heeded the warning, for a few nmunutew later,
2 German v ghot ®yr & third platocn man ms he came leisurelr out the
door znd down the steps of a house, : '

The ngsault »latoons moved quickly into their are s -3 zt-rted
"houcecle~rine”., Just ~hout that time ertillery fire, wvhich we had
calleft for, = well as German stuff begzen crzching inte the houses.

Ve immedintelyr had ~1r Tire 1lifted but the enemv fire contimved to cone
in ecercionel1lr, .

The t*»ird mnlatoon commlrted their Pirot obiective, a groun of
bulldinss =nd hod started down the left side of the road when T/3gt
Ruthven wee hit in the face, ILt, Nartineg was siek, 1In the rear, and
the piatoon guide could not be locuted, so lesderlers, the vIatoon lest
211 eenmbl~nre of concentrnted sction. At this the 00 dec#drd to move the
CP dovn and tn%e personnl control of the gituation.

ife, 'hor csme brek to lend us thru the minefield. ifter we renched
the ploteon's locntion sniner and artillery fire drove uc to cover insgide
n bulldin~, from where we were unsble to see or do much of anrthing,

<“hile v~ were in there, hovwver, Lt. Blanchard, with a borrowed
M, shot 2 Cermen trving to erewl away to the next buildinrs down the
left of the ro-4, _

Beinx hrddicenped in vicibility ang control, we acnin returned
to the bottnm of the hill. Lt, Woods had, in the neantime, zotten the
eitvztion Yell wnder contrel and the attack wac once more re - dv teo
.Dush aheng. ' '

Litter terme hed srrived on the scene b this time, but refused
to go out into the £ield and to the buildigs to eyncunted the woudded.
Bonsequentlr, the mort-r section, =2nd anv ether men svoilc-ble were celled
umon to bring the wounded in to a covered rout where the mecice.waitmd.,
Pepe~-ted time and mgain that day, the medical department w~as foundl-r
¢vreed, locing inm = few houre the hizgh re-utrtion thev hod built up.

About 1300, it wnd desided thet a flamethrower, which hnd been

attached to vg, could be vsed effectively. 4s it wre st the CP of the
nisht pefore, we called on the rndie fer the the enerator to bring it
dewn. Iie wne utnable, he claimed teo caryy 1t becsuse of & ~trained
~ back, 80 Pfec luzetras volunmteered,te get it ond uce 1t in the village,
It was Tound to bhe defective, so the ide=z w:s abondoned, _

Havinz worked thelr wny to the middle of teown the forr-rd elements
snotted whot anneated te be a Germaa a-tillery ebservation vost. -Our
evn Aartillery FO called for fire on the snot, directed bv Lt. Toods
LTter severn]l rounde, beirz unadle te hit the target, the zuns stopped

+




firing, bec~vse of ampunitien ehortarce,

ﬁ platoon from B comoeany hrd been dispatched from the hill behind
the town, for which our men waited, to ceordinnted with them 1nm Tenewing
the attrck., Contact with them, however, wer not eetabliche~d until lrted
in the evenine, too 1°ted to do anything more that nizht,

Thnt mafRed the end of the drnv’s offencive activitiecs, FRations ada
apmvnition bere brought um by earrving parties te the foree in the town,
Sgt. Lockfort alse 1le2id s televhone line, to ernd our denendance on
536 radio comrunication™to the town., The CP returned to &he cave where it
had teen " afore, _ .

: Also on thes day, the fourth of Marzh, our CO, Lt. Bienchard wae
vromoted to first lisutenaht, .

The morning of the fifth smw the continuntion B8 the att=2elk, rlthougt
1t meant nrimerilv enlv occuwyinz the rest of the hous-:- that the enemr ha
9v:cunt*5 2oring the rnisht, 2nd a large amount of seuvénir hunting bv the
GI'e, .
It =< nlonned to move the comnan— CP back to the nillhor where we had
had 1%t several nisghts previously., To this end, 38g%., Lockfort azain
st-r¥ed ous with his rercl of wire to connect the CP with the town.
cenehow, having mlsunderstood the lecation of another mincefie3@ in the
ren, storied throuzh i1t, About 150 yards up the hill o shu mine
exrloded, comnletely teking off his left foot ot the arkle. iUnable
to m-ke his eriecg for heln hesrd to anvene, for he was alonc, he zZut
un and howrd back down on ong foot %o where Pfc Kenneth Lrach, the
firrt nl-tann medic who szeemed to he, alw~ys in the right place at the
right tinme, hecrd him Anéd ren te his z2id, In a very Teor minctes
the CO rlss h~d re~ored the sercennt, whoge first words te him rere,

"I'm sorry, =ir," ns though it were his fauvlt thet he hec brern wounded,

Ir spite of the te rifec nrin, he whowed of whnt stronz a23+ff he waes made,r
nayer o phirmer or er while his woukd wes dressed, He vne taken to the
first nlrtoon CT on 2n etretcher improvised from & door th-t T/ gt

Curtir h~d rinped from ite hinges 1in » nearby house, Loter that evening
he was ev-cuated, : :

To trlte cave of the immedinte and vrecsing need for cormmrnications,
Pfe FTorker was rrnointed mcting commo sgt, As he and the 0O st-rted back t
te the CF, which vae to remnin in the same plnce after 711, = harrsaze
rhiztled ir, foreing them to toke gulck comer in a nenrb+ Louse,

In the mrentirme, Lt, Drdley, rectine to get the CF moved had cent our
300 radio to the nillbox, 11 telephone linec were 2lso out, 4s=o0lating us
from the re=at of the compenyr, sand from the re~r, Pfc'ls iorher and
Fugetrar ct~rted out to repair the line to town, as bnattalisn erews
workd&d on the 11ine 4o the ra-p, Ty 2200, we were arain in contaet all
around, ‘ ) ' '

The sirth was a gulet dey, as our objiective had been t-'ren, again
ruttine us ot ehead of unite on the rizht ang left, Lter in the
eftérnoon, Lt, Blanchn~d ~rd Pfe Nuzetras, who had becon~ CO's messenger,
ment-down into the villaze, which soon heeans known ns"Blanchardville, "
and reconnoitrred a smwot fer the OF, ' :

Eleven reinfercements were recsifed on the 5th, brin-inz sur
precent for Jduty strenghl up te 122 men, . _

The evening of the sixth hot chew was brousht un for sunmer, Te.
get 1t dovn to the nlatoorns, crrrving parties were orzanizgzed, Lt. Dudley
in cher~e., Unfevtunatedy, just a2s the poertv storted ouvt, ~ ro~°n of
mortsr rhells-dronned in ceatterding the narty in every dircetion, all
groninz for holes in the vitch hlsck right,  After the borra-e the party
was Teor-anized, but Just =2s it zot movirg agiin, snother brrroge canme,
7ith an enl~r~ed revetition of the previous seatterinz, Br thiz time, .
the feod contriners were seottered ‘over the lancecane, 28 vrll 28 %he
men. It wor prch 2 black knight that the jJeb wae given un, it being
imnoesnible to find the mer or feood Asrin, Twe ren had beer wounded in
the 1set shelling and one, Pfc Kirk, third nletoon megsenzer, had fsllen
ever 2 en2ll eliff, landing actraddle of & fallen tree, Their wounds



were dressed in the CP, from whence thev were evacu~ted.

" On the 7th, =nem~ artillerv drovned a few zeraing rounds
into the CP area, then beaen an enrnest shelling for the firct time, with
stuff of =11 cntiberz%, That afternoon, however, the CE moved down inte
the Wnoure s=lected, 4uct sbout in the middle of the villere,

*ith the move into the tewn, the commany dettled down to enio- livin-
myeh morr luxurieuklvr than it had since béling commited to the fight two
manths brfore, A11 civiliens were evacvated a~@ the totn was eomnletels
oures. <1tk food, too, we were more than well sunplied, in the CPp
most of the time w=po svent in cooking,-either fixing up the 10-in~1
yatigne —r h~d for bre-kfect and lumch er predaring come delicacyr the
torn vieldsé., The luxury ef Preskfast in bed as even afforded Charley
£ gnd 6 froguentlv, Ter sunner, during the entire time we wsre there,
re had fresh willed pe-t- chicken, plg or rrbhil or goose, snd the
trimminze, obtnined from "local” sources er leftover from the 10-in-l's
Ueuolls, ir ~fdition to the CF nrtsonnel, T/szt Curtis, o/0gt Horton,
3/52% Dertrom and s/het 7alker were present for the sumner fencts,
acneci-il- irce tho— controlled the meet souréell

Trertr-seven more reinforcenente were sent to 1/32% 7illinms at
his CFin “tzlinzen on the 9th, Tis londed then dn e 7Teew and trailer adn
drove then un himself, to the locmtion of eur former.CP. - ilOever, RS
ve rers not nllowing vehicles to come down to the tewn durirg daylight,
ther wrlurl the remainder of the dlgtance tp the comman (7 where ther
vere irn~orvieved and necigned ito tlatoons. Pfe artin Lndrrson was
+-Yap irto commenr hesdrnarters from this grouvn,

tlrc on the Oth, fol., Conley and Gen, "TasX Force™ l#rron wore
vigitors to °"Dlanchk-rdvilla", looking over ouvr positions., ==& thry,
ecenrt= b 1Lt. Planchnrd, were crogeinz a narrew bric e over €n anti-
tan” diteh -+ the left end of town, a sniper- bullet cr-ched byr, not-hitt
anvhodv, HNOTFT T, .

Tn c=ite of our ~olicv not to allow vrhieles down & ring drriisht,
Sgt. Johh Tekehes, battolion messave center ehief and Ffc Izson,
hattnlion —e~cen-er, did hring one dewn that dny. We were nll apore-
hensive th~%t it would be-followed by 4 farroge, which @&ié not devrelap,

. corrle of ~ir corns men, leoking for a F=47 which had been breught
dowr somsrhere in front of us, mlso brought a staff cor doun that day,
thivkia~ that they could get out te the plenr. Theyr &idn't,

Mhe tenth, eleventh =nd trelfin of “arch —ere nulet drve for us,
for the 0T thers whs not mueh sctivite, Diemstehing matrele ahout twice
o d~- tn pur fronts were our moin jebs, exect for gns-rvievinz 5 or ©
Germen coldirrs t-%en b one of our outtocts the night of the 1lth.

Ensine~re were aeitve durinc the nicht while re —cre there, laring
minrs and h-rhed wire on the e-stern anvrorch to the vilirze, One
ni~ht th = even built a bridge acress the two smti-taonk ditches en the
weestern end of town., :

¥



Comparny Headquarters
Maréh 13 te March 20

_ The 13th was jusi another day fer the company in Blamchard-
ville. Except fer eccesienal patrel eclashes with the eneny,
we had ne actuanl centact with the Germans, and ne fire belng

- regelved,

The demm of the l1ath shewed ne promise that 1% would be
anvthing ocut of the erdimary, te disturd the peaceful reutine that
we had established in—our stay in Blanchardfille., DBefore the day
was very old, hewever, we began te revise eur epinieny Ter the
the Jerries had suddenly began te drop barrage after barrage ef
80 mm mortar inte the tewn and the hill immediately bekind it,

4%t Ffiret wa were vndey the impression that the fire was btreught
gheut by some of the men movimg arsund en the hillside 1n view of
the Cerman pesitions, in the process of evacuatinsg some sivililans,
who had been hidins there since the attack had started, Leng efter
the men had rezained the mafety ef the CP, the fire was centinuimg ,
_now and them, augmented,by lonz range machine gun fire inte sur
heuses, Anether impressien that we held et the time was that the
ereny ®as laving in a preparatien for a ceunterattack, fer which
we were alert. o . oT
Wire cemmunications were kmocked eut early by the comatant bar~
rares, both to the rear, with battclion, and forward to eur oupt-
post in 2 blg German cemetary teo our front. Because of the :
inportance of the eutpest, in case of enemy attack, communicatlion
with them wme vital, se they were provided with a SCR 536 radile,
and one was opened in the CP te mainizin centact.

¥ith battalien, alse 3CR 300 radie centact was estndlished,
4n line with our dolicy ef epening the radie If telephene lines
were knocked,eut. TIn the £fternoch, when the ghells seemed to be
coninz in & little less frequently Pfe's Parker and Huzetras
started cut te repair the battallion line. They had enly gone a sheri
waw £, when the rounds began falling agiin, Inockingz more heles
ip the line. It seemed futile to trv and remair the line with thal
much Tire hitting 1%, se they returned to the CP, They d1ld rmanage
te Tepair the lirne to the sutpest, which had sustained four direct
hits in 50 feet of it® length. Later in the day, however, a battel-
ion wire crew werking from the rear, and ue werking from the fremnt
end d4id gert the line in,

It seen became apparent that the day's firing by the enemy was
l1a4d down to cover a withdrawsl by them, Cenmsequently, the first
brttalion was te be pulled out and teke off efter them, hitiing them
before they had a chance io set up a defensive line, Accordingly,
the company wag relieved by anether sutfit and we prepared te Pull
eut., At 2100, the cempany commenced te move, by feet, dewn the
etz Foad te Styring Wendel, At first the CP was set up inn heuse
just off thet reazd, abeut an heur later it was moved ever inte the
CP held by A company, a3 ther had received erders to push en,
through &1t Styring, and en through as far as they could ge.

Abeut 2300 we réceived erders te push eff behind A commany
into A1t Styring Wendel, A quartering party was sent ent ahead,
%nciuding Tfc Carhard Senart frem cempany hesdquarters, th secure

illets. : : '

Commurlcatier was geins te be a problem, with the situation
%8 Pluid as it was, Te try and maintain wirs cemmunicatlen, Ptc's

‘-—




Parker, NMuzeiras, Newal Willingham end Janmes T. Reborts, leaded
themselves dewn with reels of wire amd started eut after ithe
advancing cempany., Because ef the tertusus reute nezotiated,
steep hille, a reilread cut and se forth we had grave dombdis that
the 1line would functieon, dut after we reached billets we Toudd
®e vere able teo rrach the battalien eper-tor, & great relief,
e had left aseverzl rezls ef wire back at the CP, which Sgt-
¥illiams was to maint-in in Styring Wendel, se Pfc Senart and
Roberts went bock to brinmg 4t up for the prebadble #8vance the
next dsy, The line went out abeut OPée en the 15th, =o frem
there on e had te azain rely on the radils.

Tt. Blanchard received erdere te btart the compcny eut again
about 0900, following the reoute that A cempany had teken dnring
the night, threugh Habsterdick, snd up on the high greund over-
lecking tﬁc Saar River and Saarbriicken.

The cempnany gzeot under way again , advancing over a mile
throreh ~nd neet Habsterdick, umtil it reached an old cement
mill,  There the C8 halted the comvany end held a councll eof war
.8n our next nsve, _ _

' In the me~atime, I'fc Parker and Muzetras had glarted eout
behind the company te keep wire contact up. They sson ran dan-
gerously short of wire and, ebserving,that they wers follewing the
same route of the A company wire, stepped laying it and caught

up with the company. '

The neint where the com-any had hzlted was at the present
"gire head” ef A cemvany, so Pfc Rmkmmibx Themas J1 Kirk was
l=f% therete await the delivery ef more wire, Pfc¢ CGravbill
and Senart were sent back te reel ud af much of the wire that we
kad 1zid that morrinzg and the night before, and bring it w.

Ye had capbured a2 Germzn prisoner early that mornling,

a mere kid, just sevemteen vezrsz 1d. Because we had no facilities
to take tare ef him, we teck him with us, usinz Lirm 2z a peck-
herse for our #ignal equppment, ef which we were carrying 2

larpe amount,

From the cement mill, the cemuany teek to ths woodey ever
come Tretty vough terrainm, follewing & marrew trail trrough the
trush, Pfe Yuzetros had spliced what wire we had left, z2nd
1z1d 1% =lens brchind the cenpany.

Ye advaneed anether three cuarters ef a mile te a line of
sbondoned German trenches, which we temver-rily sccupled, since
we were not far behind A comrmany at that time., The wire ran eut
at that peint, 8o a couple of men were left there te gugde the
wire partv en up when ther reached that pesitien.

From there, we took off, two platoens abreast, meving up
anether 5C0 vards until we made phvalcal centact with &L cempany.
1t was getting pretty late in the afterneon dy that time, se
plzns wer e made for us te eccupy the ground we held, norc or lesa
aleng the Railroad tr-cl,

The cemnanry CP was established ir anether dugeut that the
Jer mans had left, complete with steve and mottresses, richt near
the tr mcks. Sgt villiams meved the Tear CP up inteo the town
of Hobhsterdlek, alse that evening, .

Farlvr the next morning, the 16th, a let of fire te eur left
gnd frent anpounded 2 countersttack which seered te be centered on
the B company front {e eur right :



Company Headcuartera
March 19-25

- Tt

: Tp the merminz ef the 20th, Lt, Blanchard, Lt, Smith, FO,

Tt. Swettser, NG leader, and Fle Eirk started eut te the high
greund on bevend sur right flamk, Thinking that they could get
goed ebservation on the enemy voaitiens there, they cautiously
approachaed the snet when bullets bezan te crack around them, Lt.
Sweetger maintained that eur ewn men were firing, but it put the
party on edge and they returaned, without reachlng the destinztien,
It turned eut em later imvestigrtien, hewever, that the firing had
come Trom eur men in 3gt, Walker'e souad.

7ord had come d~wa that that nighit was te be the big night~--
the Spa~ River wos te be crossed, The order ef cressing put us
ge the reserve, the last irfantry battalion in the division te
erecs. TFven at that we began sweating it eut, pichtzigg purselves
ereszinz in =2ssualt beats in & hail eof fire, :

The pntire westerm frexnt hed st» rted a grand offensive actien,
and to keep up with the situstien it was mecessarr fer us to take
mensures to insure that we remained im centact with the eneny.

" Consenuently, that evening & number ef bazeokn teams were sent eut
te fire white phesthercus at the Germam lizes, te stir up @ little
action if the enemy waa atill there,

Ther were there, all Tight, fer we seen received a report frenm
A eolmany that a Germsm patrel was meving dewn the tracks in eur
direction, Mertar amd artillery fire was brought down there, te
halt the patrol, which it did, Fer a few minutes, we were afraid
thet we hzd fooled with a2 hernets mest, end were about to get siumg
fer our trouble, but soen the actlvity stitred up br tkhe bazoekes
subsided, '

4 lenz ways te sur left we ceuld herp the artiliery, mortars
and heove- machine guns prevering fer and supperiing the cro sinz eof
the river. Te were Trevared ts meve eut on a mement's notice if
- pecereesTw to ald in the cressing, but the order mever materlalized.
Instend, 2beout 0300, Ii. Dunbar, S=2, gent a messafe that they khouzh?
that the enemv had evacuzted the pillbexes te eur front. Abeout
®530 we checked with the plateons xmi@m whe said that thev had not
henrd any firing for abeut an hour., Frem midnight onm, too, & cens-
fderable amount of artillery and mert=r fire had plonped inte eur
lines. Fron previeus exvperiences aleng that line, we decided that
‘that fire was dovering a withdrawal, accerdingly the CO decided te
send = phtvol out to see if the pilibexes were at111 eccuniled. )
The patrel, led by T/5 Prejean ef the second platcon, returned shortl;
after 06C0. Havinz entered six ef the pillbexes and foeund them
vacated, ther decided that the enemy had pulled eut combletely.
That infermation was trensmitted te battalien, in return we were
erdered to move the companmy ferwasrd, past the lime eof Tforts, and
en to the high greurd just west of the Saar, from where we ceuld
see 211 of the city. .

About 0800 the comvanv meved out, in pretty good s-irits that
we were te get threugh the Siegfried Lime there so ezgily. The com-—
pary, in a columns ef plateens, with small detachmentis inspecting
ec-h fort, meved ferwrrd, skirting the lire almest to the etz
rend, then wheeling left up ente the hizh greund, Five priseners
surrendered te® the third =latecn en the way up; eme of them, a
cormerzl, velunteering te lezd the way through the boebr-trapped
and mined arrss. :

4
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The poaitlen was sccupied without 2 single casuslty, A cempany
had alzo disnlaced ferwnrd eon eur lieft amd %eined us there,

Lt, “mith, our artillery ferward ebserver ceuld plainlv see
the mass Cerman evacustion teking place out of Sserbrucken--evervihing
wzs lezving--tanks, infantry snd herse &rawn artillery. Just as
he got his rzdie set up and prepsred te fire en the masszed targst,
we were erdered te withdraw from the pesitien, and mareh back to
Habeterdick, fer the third battalien of the 275th Trfrntry was
coming up to relieve us. _ :

The march back te eur fermer "F-amd thra or to Habstordick weos
accomdlicshed without irncidant. There, where 3gts Uilliams had the
“rear CF, and Sgt, Schneider had the supply reom, we stepped and

viere lzzurd hard retions and gas masks, '

L. Blanchrrd went te meet the battslion CO and get our naw
misgion, which was t® gress the river arnd fam eut, securinz the .
bridzehead, while the eutfits had that cressed earlier pursued the
enemy, -

C companr started eut on foot for its destination, Hockerchausen,

Germany. e were seom plcked up by trucks, hewever, and reached ther
about 1800. There eur fermer missien w- s tancelled and we selected
billets aweiting eordera, mot Mnewinz whether we would be there 5
niputez, 5 houre or 5 dsve, although the secend choice was considered
mest likelv, Ve were infermed that in 211 prebability we weould be
Tormed into & itask Torce, with cannen cempany attached and tske off
in purcuit of the Germens, en the Dukw's that hrd been brou~ht up
for the purpose. The company was in corps recerve at thir time.

Survrisingly little rssistance had been met by the assiall
battalicons, by this time they were se far away thalt we were renr
echelon treoens, Conseguently, thenm men setiled dewn te rest, Tor
it looked as thouchwe weuld not be adble te centzct the -enemy agoin
at the sneed that they wers movinz eut,

Eleven new reinfercements were received, 2nd thres eldn men
were returned to the unit en the 22 eof Izrch. Twe of the new men,
P#é., Paul B, Blakezlee, Jr. and Pfc Darrell L, Casper were tnken
inte comvany headqusrters ss mescenserg, Thesge men ewelled the
present fer dutr strensth ef the cempany te 175 men, nerrlr the
full strenzth of the unit,

The mernimg of the 23rd, the comnanv prepared to move frem
Reckkpshausen te Fredrickstall, Germanv, & distance of twelve miles.
At first 4t wrs presumed that we would have te walk, fer zll avail-
able tranaspertztion wae eut chasing the Germans. At the last
minute, a few trucke were feund and the commanjes were chultled,

The cempany was removed frem cerps reserve on the 23rd and
vlaced into Sefenth Army reserve, Alse on the the same dny, I1i,
Geerge E. Dudley, cemrany executive eofficer received notice of Fis
apveintment te the grade of 1zt Lt.,, effective the az of the 1l6th

ey h. . * &

.f‘mf%glcompanz moved into nzw billets; the rlatcons tock u:x

sever. 1l guard posts oz the rozds le:ding into town, and also
sturted some house to house sgarehing. The CP hod 2 good seturp,
on the second zand last dcy thot they spent in Predrickst-l they |
got the hot water sy$tem ih operstion gnd all, except Lt. Dudlegx
whe was awzy on a guarterling party, got 2 bath.



Early the morning of the 25th the company recaeived orders to
proceed by moter to the town of Otterbeoeh, Germany, and take up
new billets. The move, a distzne of 45 miles, was begun at 0730
and comnleted at 11320, 1Lt, Dudlez, and Ife's Roberfs, Senart ang
Iyer, the ariver, had left the day before and selected the billets,
where they staved zll night. Li. Farl P, Hergrave, who had Just been

commissioned =2 second lisutenztit, also accompanied the party.

The compang arrived in the town and took up the billets. There
was ro partiecular Job that the men had %o do, so they combed %hs
town for souvenirs. Alsc 2 numher of automobikes were picked Up.
The eompany spent the zgght there and prepared o move on the next
da}". L

st Lt. George 5., Blanchard, eompany commander, had been
promgted to the grade of ecaptain, effective as of the 21st% of .
Mareh, although he dld net receive notificztion until & number o
dzgs later,



