: On the date Gf Fcb. 22 1945 Gharlla conpany was dug 11 "y in

A p081t101 that was almost surronééd by the Krauts. We Bad moved B

1iidow1 a stnop rougl 2ill ox the even;ng of thc 21 about 600 yds. out  5
ia fromt of all otker troops._}n S '

Alnost all day lomg we did 1oth11g axcept inprovo our'pritiqgs

and z few paruoﬁls were seat out. - ‘ ERR R
We were less than one kundrod yards from the Metz rosd ard could
see and hear Gernan troops cr tae rozd aad occaalcnaly a2 verickle

or tamk would move up or Gown the road. Bellcve ne we certa$lly

weld our breath for fear we would be heard or seen. Sure'was 8 good

thaung we were inm thisk woods. . : : :
o, We were all gcttllg gquite hungry abaut the nlddlc of tae nornlng
for everyome was oui of ratioms and we hadl't xad any breakfast. .

Most of the fellows were withoub supper the night before. A carryimg .

party-tas sent back asxd by wooa they mad ratioms aad water 1o us.

Before ime day was over we were all plenty worried for thamgs
were begimaimg to ggt 8 little kot and RO Oxme seemed to ksow jusi
what we weare to do. Wo were ia plelty aanger of beiug completely
surrondéd amd cut off.

411 wexmt 1o sleep {Of course puiliag = hour guard svery other
Rour.) mot knowing wiat tomorrow would bramg. We sure were sweatllg
out a coumter attack for movemext of the Krauts was reported.

Surc encugh early om the Morming of the ?23rd we were greeted
wlth nacxlng gua and burp gun fire comlng from our right flaak and
rigat rear. Very little we could do for visibility was very llnltcd
" asd it was damgerous to get your kead too far tut of your Tox mole.

A pabrol was ault out to see wazere the best p0551b1e rout of
sscape was. Thaey mads it back 6K so our CO gave the word for 111
to be ready to move om a mimutes motice,.

Purisg s11 thkis someome kad capturoa four prlsoners.  2115 anly

L

added to more diffieult ccnpllcatiola. By this time ke Xrauts were -

reslly throw1ng tll 10;&. There toro a Tew nen woumded. Sgt Robt.

5. Bresen Trom our platecn was woundcd “in botk legs.. P 1 bullet want
through oxe leg and tle ‘sane bullet weat threugh the olher leg.'

" 8/5gt. Hortom kad a close clll Ior 2 “oullc‘t‘cllpped wis clotklng and"
--m—barlt hls 11311 : 2l - S




. Flnally we startnd to move ont. It vas a difflcult jab for
ome could omly nove from cover to cover. The going was very slow
for we wani through 2 undergroth of cedar ard pime trees. This was
.good in a way. ihat we were very aard to be seea, Fimally we made it
to alnost the top of the 2ill. At least we were ox the right side -
of {he eneny. Here we raorglllzed and nade ready for awother attack.
We wers to move aroumd to our right aed cccupy amotier 2ill. Kmowiag
not if Germams occoupied the hill we moved very cautiocusly. Lucklly
we net M0 resistamce and moved imto cur mew positoms amd baganr to
dig ix. o .
It was om this day or the night before that Li., Cumnimghkan cane
back to the Company. He Rad previousely beem im the fourtk platoom.
We were all really glad toc have 2inm with us again .
It was this day that we got a mew Company Commamder, *Lt. Blanchr
Our mew CC had been with the second Batallior. He was a West P01nt
graduate and that was exoughk to cowvinee us iazi ke was OK'#*

) The day of the 24tk was qulte busy.' The Krauis were ;ttaéfiiévm
" ‘Easy Co. which was to our left. Our Mortor secticm spemt a busy
day firisg. Durimg tThe night the saeny had made their way up =
draw between E Co. amd our conpany. Easy Co. sure had a Tougk tine
of it. _ N ' |

The MG section was dugk in defeasive positicss standing'ready for
possible counter attacks,

Our mew CO kad a busy day Tfor he re-orgamiged all tke positons
of the platooms. This was & very difficuli time to take over a
company, 8¢t kmowimg the mem amd mow beimg up with the situation.
Ragardless of this Lt. Blamchard seemed to be doing rsally OK._ e

Alomg im the aftermoor tie Erauts were quistamad down conéiderabi
Later in the day we semt & carryimg party back to pick up Mot clhow.
The peeps could omly come so far amd we would carry ratioms, chkow or -
anpunition the rest of the way. This was the first kot chow we had,
mad in scme tinme and it certaialy dld hlt the spot. We were also
‘given & chaage of aocks. ; : .

it. cunn_ngh;n was assigzmed te the IOurth platcon oRr thls day.
Waen he ll’t tho plntoox severnl wecks before hc was a NG squad

lsader.



- Om. the 11ght eI thn 24t1 tho 3rd plgtoon was o sct up a Troad

_ block om the Metz road ’ waickh was about 300 yds. to our fromt. We

were oz a Will ard thae road ran through the valley. Tike 4%tk platoonm
' had a share ia tae road block for they carried comsertims wire, nines,
| Tused, anrd flares._ Sgt Belew was in charge of this dotail, smd it
 was quite a job for it wae very dark smd the men kad to be kepi to-
gethar., - oy ' e PR _ o

Oz the day of the 25 all l-ll broke loosc. Tho krauts nade 2
" coumter attack amd tharew pleaty of artiilery amd mortor fire at us.

The fourth plaitoom &id very litile excepi dodge the artillery and
‘keep in the bottoms of the Tox Woles., Tae mortors did fire some.

In the aftermoom about 2 0'Clock thamgs begam to quiten down .
2 little. We were givem the word that we were 1o nov-lfqr the eneny
was coming im to our left flamk amd would eut aroumd im Dback uf us.
Our company was out oa the mose of 2 Will amd Yhere was no frisadly Xxr
troops om our left, so it was difficult to cut thke Krauts off. '

Later in thke aftermoom we noved back about TO0 yds. We wers thel
im lime with gll the other companies "and it was muck =asier to
defend your ssctor. lc noved iato trenches taat were dug by the
- Gernans. Our CP was in a bunker mear 2 road.

Innediately after finding exacily waere we were to be we all
started diggimg a betiter sielter in the treacies and making spllnter '
proof tops. We workcu 2ll evesing urtil dark and by this tine kad
some pretty darm good sheltiers. '

Every thamg was pretty quiet umtil about mid-might and them
our MG amd Tifles from om our left Tlauk opemed up. They were
firizg oz & ememy patrodl . el

Eeriier in the day It Cummimgham was transfeffed to. P Co. )
At the time P Co. was to our left flawk soneplace ard was kaviag - ‘
a pretty rough time. ' '

All day the 26%h most all the mem did 1othlng exccpt rest and
take turms sleseping. Taere nerc”g_reqmpaj:ols_senu out_g;ﬁ_sqne
of tae Tellows carried ratioms. Sometins -durisg tae day evaeryoxe
did something to improve thelr pcsttions Tor tals is ome thang you .
eouldn't do too much Gf._m;j; S e
i 0ff amd om the Krauts. weuld throw s fow round 11.:‘Tié§ would
.I”;do thls to just keop na wn tho aunp and to auet keep us fron gett¢ng
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On this day Efc. Elmer Dixom was tuken to the Batallion Aid
Tor ke hed & bed csse O0F itrernclh foot. He wus later tzken to the
Fospitel. Also at tkis tise cne of the newer fellows Ffc. Relis,
wes evecuetsd becuvse of trewck foit.
Most 11l day lomg it drizzisd raim. Most of us kad good ercughk
shelters as tc kesp dry. The Krauts hed left skelter hzlves in The

1

covered ocur fox noles with tham.

trenches and we

Tr: the evening &fter dark & currying pasriy Was Seut b:clt & few
kundred yerds to brasg up kot ckhow. It was taken lnve te Co. CF
whick was & husker and a Tew ren at z time would go dowm &ud est,

Durisg tke mext day we haud a 1litile mcre excitenent for the
Krauts seexed 10 kmow exactly where we were amnd they wers surs
lsyiekg the roumds rigat ia taere. They seen 1o be usixg more
concusSciou shekls tkar any cther kimd. Was s good tiang for us for
wa ware recsiviag pleaty of tree bursts,w«nd They were rigat ow top
uf us.

All day lomg we were Or the allert for we were wnotified of
a possible counter atteck. I% was very likely, for we kad received
go maca srtillery.

T the &fternoce we were nobified tkat ws would be relieved
sometine during tke might. Believe me tkis surs psde everyone very
keppy. Kmowing this tie rest of tke day went along very well, uatil
chow wee brought just efter dark. Eackh platoon sent men to go on
tke carryirg party for tie kot chow and om their way back tae Erwuts
tirew guite & lot of artillery im. They all made it back OK and
our two mey Trom the 4tk platoorn were on treir way to thcir:fox
koles and ssverzl roumds canme in very cloze. Ome was too close for
in ripped the fromt of Pfc. Billy C. Deesex! jecket cut and cut kis
scar? iuto. Tke same piexce of fragmert wourded FPfc. Ckeldom L.
Harripman iz tkie arn wed chest. Both mex were taken Ix orn tkz ckow
peen. -

Later ia tlhe 2igkt sonme time & little before mid-mignt we
noved out for sancotasr company kad cone to relieve us. Ve wert cm
“foot for several kumrdread yards and tker were pilcked up be peebs.
It wesn't long unrtil we reacked tae town 0of Kerback. This ic wiere
we Tousd billets aud spert tiae rest of tae night. ZEerlier in tze
wight just before we cane into the town of Kerback & GI from arciker
wait was swot by & smiper amd this made us just & little leary of




going out afier dark. The sniper was thougkt to have been ir a old
Skurch and this ¢ld Ghurch_happencd to be rigat in back of the

bouse we were stayirg im.

_ Dun tae morwkikg we wers awakened by the guard to go for chiow aund
1aturaily everyone a3 up &nd ready im mo time flat.

It was reslly = swell day. Tke sum was out &rd it sure did
feel wonderful .Most of the day was speret out im frowt of our billet
taking afflvartage of the warn sum and part of the fellows spent it
sle=ping. .

The 12t% Armord Div. or part of it wszs in the saxe fown samrd
we would taik over where we Mad beer wiltk them ond Jjust skoot the
vull st to waat we were goiskg 0 be doiwg im thkes future etc,

Ix tke afteremcom the 274t band cane and played for an hour
or so., We were @lways glad to see then comne for they wers the
cmnly neazs of music we kad. On this day tizey kad all types of old
wats, caps,sand derbies orn. They kad a nice little show for us.

In the eveming we all received our PX rations. We sure drsw
s.large omne this time for it aad beex guite a wkile simce our last
one, We mzad three of four bottles of beer and plenty of cand-, gunm,
cockies, toilet articles, ard wriéﬁng paper. As & result of all
this all tke fellows went to bed with full stomachs.

Everyone awoke on the first mormieg of Karck to find it =
really mice day. We were in meed of trese sumny and warn days for
tae roads were muddy and it was mo fum to stay ir a muddy fox kole.

Taere were goimg %0 be Mot skowers for all tke fellovs scume-
time durimg the day. TFart of tike fellows went im tae morming and tae
rest went im tas afterwoor. We also got « complete ckarge cf clean
clothing.

Innediately -afterncom we had pay call. Thers wasa't a;}oﬁe
~that cared to0 be paid but later in the day we gave our momey to the
mail cierk se he could get us momey orders,

About 1 O'Clock im the aftermdon the 274tk band canme againm.
We we-e surprised bet very happy to see then for thkey had been there
tne day bdfore. Weére all guite proud of our Regimentsl bard for
they are really swell amd would always play for us at any time
possible. .

Ix thae afterncor we were motified that we were 10 move out some-
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tine durisg the nigkt. Hearieg this we all begam to throw our
equipment togetksr amd roll our pecks,

Tering tke day the compary received some replacements. Our
platoor got a fellow that kad beea tkrougk N. Africe , Sicily,and
Itzly. He was Pfc. Romero. Simce that time Me Bas went kome with
mor= tkat 100 pcimts,

We moved out at abour 19:00 kours. We walked for about two
niles before coniang to & place where we picked up our mortors and
naceing guas, After this we took to the field. It was about Tfour
kurdread yards to the positions we were tc occupy. The night was
very dark ard we Bad to go through a couple barb wire eatanglenents
and thke trenckes and fox 2oles wers &ll over the place. It took
at legast two kours to reack our destinatiox,

This turm=d out 1o be & good dee} for we occupied abarndoned
bunkers asd part of tke fellows staged in & cave that was dug into
s0lid rock. It externded quite a way back irtc the hill.

The zext day "Marci 2" very 1ittle Bappemad., All we 4id was
occupy our gusmrEix positions axd stand gusrd. Most of the fellows
wers free to sleep and rest. Some wers sent on carrying detalls
for we did have to carry our amac sud ratioms guite a way.

Tae Krauts kept vs fron gettiag ocudx off our buakers and wanderimg
about, for at regular intervals they would throw 2 few foumds im.
They could lay then right .at tike door of the bunkers oo. _

Just am it was getting dark we gent a carrying detail to get
kot chaow. It was a little lomger thaw a khour and we kad our suppar.
Believe nme mothing can beat a hot meak when'you zave to be out in
the open all day lorg.

The rext normimg 1o our surprise the cooks khad dome wert zrd
%qt“01 tihe ball aud we kad & kot breskfast waitimg for us by tke tine
we EEIXEXY were awakemed,

All during tkis day we stood guard om our machire guam positions
for & gttack from the Krazuts was very probable.

There is very little taat can be said about this day for motiking
of importasice kappemed and there was wo gction with the ememy. I can
Say tast we ¢id kave z pretiy restful day amd that is on# thang that
is guite rare while ox tie front limes.

Juite a few of tie fellows md g good or bad case of the GI's,
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HISTORY OF FPOURTH PLATOON MAR, 4th MNAR. 13th

On the morning of the 4th we were notified that we were to }ﬁové

. some time during the day. The rifle sguads had already moved out on

a attack, and we were lefV as support . XNot much {ime had elapsed
before we were told to get all our equipment on and stand ready to.
move, 1t was a2 1little before noon end we moved out. In sbout a héur

we caught up with the rifle platoone end here we steyed and dug in.

We were located con tocp of a hill over looking the town of Styring Wendell

In the afternoon we were given the word to move 1o the foot of the
%1%l and help support the second platoon. The maching gun section
hzad slreddy moved with the rifle platoon and was slreddy dug in on
the right flank of the second plsatcon. The mortor secticn was used
as listering posts for the £ifie platoons.

S/Sgt. Horton and T/Sgt Cmrtiss volunteered to lead rifle squads
and all during this day th:y were both clearing the housed of a town
we had named Blanchepdvillie. We named it after our Company Commander,
Capt. Blanchepd.

By night fell it was raining and believe me this was one thang
that wasnt't wanted. We were supposed to have hot chow but it was
pitch dark and the carrying detail was all spiit up , because ths
krauts threw s heavy consentration of ertillery in Just azs they were
on their wazy back with the chow, A couple of the men were woundsd.
Tne results was, we ate K retions.

This was a misserable night for none of ws had any thang except
our shelter halved to keep ithe rain put. ¥We dug until about 22:00
hours on our fox holes and then finelly just iey dawn and got what
sleep we could. It was demn little for we had to go on a couple of
carrying details. We carried rations and ammunition Hp to the rifle
pletoon that wag directly in front of us.

The morning of the fifth was gquite noisys The Krauts were throwing
in plenty of Artillery and Mortor fire. We spent all morning digging
in more ard some of the fellews were s=nt on carrying deteils,

Quite a few men in the rifle platoons were injured during the
day snd most of the men from the mortor section were kept busy carrying
the wounded men back to a point, where they could be taken to the.
Batallion aid sftation. Several of the fellows had stepped on shoe
mines and had their foot blowed off.
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I believe it was this day of the day before that a prison camp
was liberated by our outfit. There was about 800 or more persons
thzt were able to walk out and believe me they sure didrn't stop at
just walking. They were sure happy pecple when they hit our lines
gnd we gave them what cigaretts and food we could. '

It was in the afterncon about 16:00 hours thet we received a
heavy enemy barrage. At this time the Krauts seemed to be throwing
it a1l &k the maching gynners. Here is where Fredrick J. Boldt was
wounded and a few hours later he didd. Sgt. Bokdt was = MG Sgquad
leeder., |

In the afternoon we were told that we were to move some time in
the night. We were to move up with the first and second platoons,
which were in the town we had nared Blancherdville. This town was
the boundary bgtween Germeny and France. The Metz road was the main
strest. : '
It was about 22:00 hours and we moved out. We had to cross en
open place which was nined. ILuckily we madé it through without any-
one being injured. We had to go docwn the Metz road for about 600 yds.
before reaching our destimation. All the bridges were blown out so
the going was slow becaunse it was difficult to cross the sireams.

We reaqhéd the first plstoon CF and found outykere we were o
stay. We.weﬁe gll feeling swell now for our new home was a couple
of shelled out hcuses. We occupied only the basements, because it
was pretty safe from artillery.

,Thé Maching Gun section end Mortor section were not gll together
for the MG section was with parim of the second platoon about 150 yds.
from the mertormen. _

The next morning we all ewcke to find it very quiet. The Krauils
_had all been cleardd out of the town and were a few hundread yds to
our front in another small village.

211 day we more or less sweated out what we were going to 4o for
we sort of liked it in thowe bazements. We did very 1ittle ail day
~except sleep and some of the fellwws went back to earry up rations
and ammo. This place was really OK for it was the first place we had
peen thst we could reslly call where the German people had lived. The
guys sure had a time in the houses for we spared nothing.

In the afternoon we cleanédd the basements out and made 1t as
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liveable &s possible., It surs was like é.palace to us after beizg in
thoee fox holes for =o long. ' E f
#e spsnt part of fthe day loor¢ng for lampa and QOlethlng to use fa
for a light at nicht. What we found wasnt much to look at but it
did mzke encugh light to writes by, P ,
:he next dzy wzs & little more colorful for we were alﬁ reated up
and felt more like &oilung something. It wasn't long before soke of the
feliows, kainly Sgts. Bartram, Curtis, and Horton had e gocdjsgpply
of rethits, chic.ens, and pigs. ‘ 1 : ﬁi
411 the puye were dizging out old bicreles and f&xid' thesal¢ Gp .
By the end of the dey thers were GIs riding up and dow: tHL reet
all dressed u; in top haits ahdell sorts of old hats. Lookea ROTS
like & circus had caze into town. P 'ﬂ
On tais 7th dzy of Herch 1945 we received one repl ce*eﬁt, Geqrbe
W Fhonps.n. we zlsc god one of our old men teck thut had been back:
in the resr for awhilec , Pfc ¥ nyon. The machine gun section I&CQIVﬁd
one new man Fvi Turner. |
The MG section hed & steady man on guard at =11 times. We didn't
know his mage but he was & go.d soldier even though he was @ kraut.
"By tnis youknow he wase stiff.” ’
In the evening we Bent out & carring party to pick up hot chow
They had to go up the Mentz reedfor ashoui 500 yrd. 10 » plece the
peeps could resch. The chow was taken tc the 15 t platoon CP and we wo
would go fthere a few at z time a.d eat.
After chow most 2l the fellows wrote letters for we received mail
eon thic day and it had been soze time sirce we had a goeod chance to writ
Cn the 8th the machine gun seftion wa: sent o.t oa listering posis.
these posts were located in the hezrt of a Cemetary. The cenmelary was
between us znd the Krauts. A& rifle sinad was spent with the zachins gu.
gunners. ;
A1 dey long we did very littl: except rest and eat. ¥e had
chicker or something on the stove co king all the tirze. We only hed
a small heating stove so we moved a ccok stove from the second floor do
down to the hase ent. y
By This time a couple of the fel.ows had located a coupl» 0Z cows,
Katurzlly cows give milk end the guys sure lost no time in druining

the 0ld girls. From then on Horton znd Curtis had plenty ol frazsh milk.
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On this day we got combat boots and believe me we were all plenty
glad to get r#d of those shoe packs. It was al}eady getting warm and
day by day those damn packs were getting heavier. One thang those
tbangs are gogd for is make your feet grow. I know mine grew a full sigz
We also got & couple clean pr. 0of socks, which were badly needed.

The 9th the platoon reccived three replacements.They were; Pfe.
#3¥x Calhoun, Ralph Atkinson, end Cpl. George Baker. All these men
came directly from the staites. Calhoun and Atkinscn were tall, big
feliows, at least six foot, three.

This was a good day for we killed three pigs and they were really
nice eating too. Couch got into the second pletoons chicken house and
menaged to czpiure one Goose. He waz a real big thang. The damn thang
woke us early every morning with that loud squak. I dorftbelieve we
ever did kill him. As long ams we could eat fresh pork and chicken
there is no use in eating such & thang us a big old goose.

Some of the feéllows went to ithe other end of town,which was not
far and came bzck pushing a buggy cerrige filled with potetoes and
cnicns, They had at least Ywo bushel on the buggy.

7/Sgt. Curtis has a brother in the 76th Div. and he came over and
stayed all night. Guess he was hungry for some home cooking.

During the day we had to dig our mortors in, in case of a counter
attack., We dug them in right in the front yard.

On the night of the 9th Sgt Maine was sent with a couple men
to contact the companyg on our flank. He was gone a large part of the
nigiht and never did find the company. The resulis was he was sent
the next night end he czme back with miscion complete. It was a bad
thang Yo be weandering around after dark for there ware several mine
fields that wesn't too well marked. .

The next few days were very peaceful and pretty quiet. Quite &
few guys were kept busy on the 10th carrying retions etc, We would
carry %the rations t0 the Machine Gun section which was out on the
listening posts. About ell the rations we would get beside the hot
megls was 10 in 1 rations. These are very good if one has s set up
likes we had and can cook the stuff up. '

The streets of Blancherdville were still pretiy dead for we didan't
care to run about tooc much for the Krauts would oc¢casionaly throw
8 round or so in our locality. Some of the fellows would get on their

vicycles end run up and down the streets like hell.



S/5gt. Horton would ride his to and from the Machine gun listening
poste ' :
There was an acquarium or scmesort of museum or something in the
town. Most of us went through it snd they had gll sorts of freask babies
pickled in large glass bottles. There was one baby with two heads.
This place was out by the grave yard.
The mortor =section was supposed o relieve the Machine funners
this night. After dark 5gt. Bartram took the two mortor squads to
the grave yaré& where the lListening post was located. The Maching
Gunners were glad to see us for they hadn't been in for several dags.
The MG positicns were dug in so a&s to cover the mgin road leading
through the Cemetary. We were dug in right at the edge of tumb stcones
and alsc had the siones ag tops for our heles.
Late in the night at about 1 0'Clock there was a five man patrol
of Germans coming through. There wac a BAR ZEX® Teanm just in front
of our position about 25 yds from us. Immediately the kravts were
hglted . When they were first challenged they didn%halt but afier havin
a few rounds whiz by their heads they sure came to =& dead standstill,
They were really surprised for they had no idea of anyone being near the
Cemetary. They had been sent on & patrdl to go into ths town we were
stzying and gee if the fown was occupied. They were taken in and
later turned over to the interrig=tor.
All the next day we occupied these positions and this was sonme
déy. The Krauts evidently missed tieir XM¥Z five comrads and they
propably knew the rout that they tcok so they would zlso kncw just
about where tzey were when captured. Anyway we received mortor and
artillery fire all day long. Believe me they sure laid them in
plenty ctose. '
After dark we were relieved be the Machine Gunners end we went
back to ocur snug little basement. We ate chow and didn't loqse'ani
time in getting under our blankets.
On the day of the 12th we got Floyd G. Pollard as a replacément.
All day long ws did very little except shave and clean ourselves
and eat end sleep. ZThis was really the life for we had plenty to
eat and had nothing like an inspection and in other words we just :
did ebout what we wanted.
This was & very nice and warn day and we were all getting spring
fever for this kind of life mus%t have been spoiling us.
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It was this day that S/Sgt. Hofton was riding on of the bicycles
and it #®o heppened that he was going about top gpeed right toward
s rock wall and when he applied his breaks the damn thangs just
wasn't there. Right into the wall Alonzo and the bdicycle went,
He was pretty bad hurt but stayed with us thalt nignt end waz lafer
tazken to Batallion aid. Horton is still in England recovering. He
vroke his arm and was skinned up gquite = lot.



B o R ®) S _
HISTORE OF POURTH PLATOOI? MCH_ 13 MARCH 4 ; )

On the day of the 13th we were glven the word thkt‘we_ﬁere Yo
move some time during the day. We 4id very little all day except
hurry and gat all our equipgpent ready and then weait,

S/5gt. Alonzo Horton was taken to the aid station and later
0 the hospital becsuss of the bicycle accident he had the day before.

411 afternoon we were packing all the food and extira stuff we
had eccumulsifd. Pert of the fellows had bicycles snd they were
toking the bulk of the load. Those thangs lockes more like mck
horses. Monroe Couch had 2 half pig tied on the back of his cycle
eAd enough other stuff te start a grocery store.

After supper at about 1900 hours the company moved out with the
4th platoon following the leading twe platoons. We moved &own the
Metz rosd toward Forbac in a squad colmm, After going for gbout
& helf mils we came th the town of Stering Wendle. TUpon reaching
this place we Wers hcld up for about half an hour so es o get
the rout in which we were 1o fake maped out. The going was praity
slow going through the town for the rout which we took was difficult
2or we couldn't teke but only one rout, The reason was because of
many wite entanglements and anti tank dltches, elso probable mine
fields, : -

After traveling about half way through the town the company
was hald.ﬁp end we weras assigned to billets that we were to sleep
in. It took unly a very few minutes for all the fellows o get
tc sleep for it was then ebout 23:00 hours. We had gll been in the
sack about an hour and then the word came thet we were to move out in
just & few minutes., It was only = few minutes and we were all lined
up and ready to go Here is whers the boys with the bicycles had to
lezve bicycle food and all behind, We picked up our Mortors and MG's
&t this place and tock off. '

Por sbout ithree hours all we did was climb up and then down rail,
rond and anti ank embankuments. At about 3a. M. the Company came to
s stop and the platoons were assigned 1o billets. This time weX
told we would be ther for the rest of the night and to gel all the sle
poszible. '

The 4th platoon moved in a house thatl people wers living in and
there must have ai least been a dozen., The guys were plled all over
the floors and what beds they had and Couch was slseping on a big
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buffet. The woman of ithe house had already kicked him off two times
but she finally gave up hopes. Sgt. Chase found 2 baby bed up in the
attick and there is whers he spent the rest of the night. The Krauts
were throwing a litile artillery and mortor fire in occasicnaly and
it was a little risky staying up in the attick but where there were XEi
beds you would find GI's. |
_ About 8 the next morning or on the morning of the 14th we were
awekened snd told %o roll ocur blanket rolls and be ready to move out
in a hour or lesgs.

Some time during this time and when we moved out a Kraut that
had been hiding #n a basement for 9 days came out and gave him self
up. He had been walting for the Americen soldiers t0o ecomes He was
g yound and pretty worn out loocking guy.- Well it wasn't long before
Company Hy. had him loaded with two spoolé of wire, & phone and some
other stuff. He had his overcoat on and the day was prettgaﬁgﬁ S50
he had & pretty uncomforiable time of it. B o

" Fe left this town sbout a hour after getting up and made our
way up to the lines. The Krauts were moving pretty fast at this time 2
so we had about two miles to go before,catching up. IThis was slow
going for for we knew noi exactly where the ernexy wasS.

It was =t least noon or later before we reached the leading
Companies, which were A end B Co. We were supposed to move in teiween
the two companies and take up the attack with them bal on this dey
we moved right in behind the two companies and dug in for the night.
WE dug in on & hill Sbout 400 yds, behing the line. The hill was
wooded and before it was t@o late we gll had pretty good fox holes
dug with splinter proof tops.

We had & fair nights rest and at dawn we were all up and ready
. 1o move out. We were to move out theouth or beiween 4 and B 8ol
Slowly we made our way and it wasn't long before the rifle pl: toons
ran on to resistance. The snipers were pretty well loesated and
gave us more trougle then anythang. The terrain was heavy wooded
znd there was a thick undergrowth to go throughs This mede thangs
prétty rough going for the snipers were wxtremely hard to locate.

It was early in the afternocn before we pushed the EKrauts off the
hill gnd here is wkere we were sitopped. Ve could go no further for
we were looking right into the face of the Siegffied Line., We diad
neke an attempt or so buit each time we were stopped by machine gun
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and automatic fire. The enemy alsoc had our positions zeroed in‘with ]
mortor and artillery fire. |

Two of our rifle platoons were pinned down with fire from the
enemny end the nortors were called #n to try and knock out a couple
of mgéhine gun nests. S/Sgt Bartram chose mortor positions and ran
wire to B forward OF and he directed our fire. At this time our
ertiliery opened up with 2 heave concentration. The Krauts sterted X
running frorm trenches and fox holed to the pill boxes thal made up
that part of the Biegfried Line., It was here that we sure had a field
day for with our light 60 mortors we could run the Krauts down as
they made for the pill boxes. In the mids® of all this S/sgt Bargram
was hit in the right kand with either shrapnel or a machine gun bullet.
Despite this BHrtram kept directing our fire .

We later got the word that we were to move to our right and
£il1l up & gap that was between us end B Co. A Co. was 1o occupy
the positions we were in,

The‘Company moved back s0.a28 o move into The new positions.
During this time Barirams hand had swelled and he was taken to the
Batallion aid. After about an hour and a half we had moved back and
srcund and was in the new positions. By this time it was slmosti dark
end we immedistely started digging our fox heles. A carrying detaill
was senit back abuut 600 yds. to & place we had previousgly dropped our
blank. ts and brought up encugh blankets for one each. |

There was & couple cages that looked as if some animal had been
kept in them end it was only & short time befor some of us had our
claim on them . They were cement building and locked as theugh they
were gs safe ag a fox hole so that was reslly ck not to have to dig.
After cleaning them we spread blankets out and hit the hay.

The next day " March 16% the Kreuis gave us qﬁite a 1ot of troupl
Their snipers were picking our men off rlght and lefé., The 4th platoo:
waBn't loosing any men fo¥¢were pretty well located and couldn't be

; Been be the Kraut Snipers.
" "@n thé morning we dicided 1t best to draw back sbout 100 yds s0
as to get away from loosing so many men be snipers, We dug in at
this plece and the riflemen vook up ourdald pogiions. We were getting
quite 2 log of artillery and mortor fire so we had %o svay preiily

close by our holes..




Late in the ‘afterncon het chow was brought fo us and believe me 1t
sure wac 0K for it was the first we'd had except K's for some time,

After dark we moved back 10 the positions we cccocupied the night
before.

It was on this night thet a BCo. man had been wounded during
the day but he couldn't be carried out because of snipers. Twoe of
our men PLe's Billy Dees and Harry D. Brown went with & couple medies
ard carried the man cut. On their way back they were csught in a
barrage and one time they were all dlown by the concussion, down a
small but steep hill. The Wounded man managed to stey on the litter
and they finaily; XKEX made it back OK. o "

The next day the Krauts gave us hell again. Nine men from the
rifle platoons had besn woundsd by snipers and every time one of
the fiflemen would move he was shot al. Bven twe of onr medies was
wounded, The snipers were too close t0 use artillery so they ask
for 60 mcrvor fire. The mortors were set up in relafively open
positions and ¥X T/Sgt. Curiis was up front direciing the fire.
Aftér firing several rounds and giving the Krauts a little of their
own medacine one of the German "§§'B“'hit within 3yds of our ﬁortor
position. Three men were wounded, Pfc. Harry DBrown, Plc. Karen E.
Culp, and Sgt. L.F. Belew. One of {the moritors was knock out of actio:
s0 this ended the 6C's for awhile. '

A little later in the day the Co. moved back about 200 or 300
yds, Here we dug in and just held fast in case the Krauts decided
to counter attack. Later in the afternoon Sgi. Belew came back to
tﬁe platoon for he was very slighily wounded. :

Nothing more exciting happend on this day so most everyone
had & pretty good nights rest. We did have hot chow egasin.

On the morning of the 181tk we improved our positions and Just
lay around and took it easy. The MG section was used with the leadirng
platoon as protective fire in case of & counter attack.

One couldtt take it too easy for accasionaly the enemy would
drop a couple or so rounds in, There was one incident that must
have been rmore of & miracle than anytheng. Sgt. Maine was standing
sbout five feet from his hole and a mortor shell hit within three _
yds, of him and blew him & few feet ithrough the air and he hit right
in his hole. All he got out of it was 8 little shinned place on hie
back end & hole or two in his clothes. His rifle we ritiled and
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he had some’clgthing hanging on a tree that was completély rittled.

In the eftérnoon hot chow was brought out and we had mail.
Several of 'thp fellows received packages and there is nothing like
g package from Home when ¢l the front lime.

On the morning of the 19th the whole fourth platoon moved back
gbout three hundread yds to scme buildings. This was certainly a
good bresk for e building beats & fox hole any day. The company
CP was just a few yds. from our duilding. The CP was caves dug
out in the side of & hill and the rooms were large and had been
ceut through soldd rock. '

Most all day we did nothing excepi fix the basement of the
house &0 we could be a cumfortable as possible. We went through all
the houses and got all the soft mattresses and feather beds. Also
we carried the softest chairs to tiie basement. Before the day was
over we had a place that looked like a palace compared %0 wnat we
had been living in.

411 in &1l this was a very mice and restful day and most of it
was spent doing very little of XEIEXHEX anythang.

the mornirg of the 16th Lt. Robert Carlson became the 4ih
pletoons new platoon leader. He had just recently been field
commissoned. Lt. Carison Has been with the company since its origin
back in tre stetes about two years ago.
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" ¥STORY OF FOURTH PLATOON (KARCE 20 MARCH 25)
- o |

During the night of the 19th and 20th wh had got the word that
the Krauts were withdrawing their +$roops. Xnowing this we Wers '
giventhe word® that we were to move di the morning of the 20th.

We were to pash through the Siegfried line and across the Zza8r River
and on into Ssarbrucken. . ii

Early on the morning of the 20th ths company moved out, Before

going fur five Germans were captured. ;heg Wtre in & pill box.

We were gixing glvan orders noi to touch anythlng for fear of
being booby traped, bul Pollard picked up a bike and a coupls of
the toys from the mortors picksd up & couple of blue blankets.,
At this time word came thai we were to move bapk and that 275th
wag going to releaved us, This itrip back was éiraﬁher fast gate
and &t somes places the men in the wesapons has a heck of a tinme
trying to keep up with there weapons and =¥kx zquipwent. A littie
after noon we arrived at the €0 Supply and wero given rations - _
end our gas masks and were told that we were to%'ait on trucks. <
-5 take us fabkher up front but afier waiting s’ couple of.heursum
no trucks so staried walking we soon meed = the trucks but were
pic?éd up. by plt., andthe fourth was last so we were the last 1o
be picked up an%%%igi,thegg we rode across the Szar To.a town
by the name of He%a%tr&ick which was on the banks cf the Saar
here we were given a house 1o sleep in. Most of the fellows got
a good night sleep and was swell to sleep withoutithe sound of
artillary =nd only pulling = a oouple hours of billets guard.

Cr. the day of the 21st most of the fellows spent there
time sl=eping and writing letters but some of the fellows looked o
over the town which was a wreck end by noon the word came back
that there was & keg .of beer down town sc Couch and some of the fe-
fellows started %o look for it in ebout a hour here fhey cane
back with about five gallons of strawberrye Jjam they gave part
of it to the mess hall the rest the mortors took but it wasnot
long before the MG were over to the bloomergirls asking for
gome Jam but there was enough for everoneé. That efternoon ihe
plt received three new men théy were Ffc Baril, Childress and
§lerk, Baril had been in Italy end Jast came to the ETO.
fhat night we wers calleld %ogether and were told that we were
in the reserve Div. of %he reserve Regh. of the Reserve BEn and Co
80 of course that maRe 8 all fesl good.,
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On the morning of the 22nd we had Hot Cakes for chow. |
and I think everone enjoyed them as we had not had any for some
time. Wis this morning one of the 014 men came back from the
hospital it was PfcEdward Kempton knowned zs Blackie® 4o most of
the fellows. Aft=r dinner word cerme that we were moving up again
but to a town with elertic lights so we rolled our rolls and the
trucke came and we moved to Fredrickstal, we were given:some
nice homss and sure enough th-rs was elertic lights. \

On the Z3rd we had classes on our wezpons end in the afterncon
we cleondd our weapons and were told that we were going to have g
rzxi®g pEREsY roaming petrol so from about 1600 on we triad to
catch a wink of sleep =and one patrol went out. It was this after
‘that Pfc. Kenyon of the Machine Gun section found = old car
and with g 1ittle work here he came now the P1lt, had = csr and

what a car the battery was on the outsids and almost g large
as the car itself. We kept these patrols up till the morning
of the 24th when were told that we were go to another little
town This was quite a ride and the road were quite dusty and
the trip took about 2ll day and late in the sevening of 24th we
grrived in Otterbach , the 4%th P1t was houss=d on the edze of town
withe the M.G. section in a 1little house overlocking the country
and the Mortors in thz same house that the gupply wes in along the
main road and was it dusty but that night there came a little rain
and zxxX setiled the dust.

6n the morning of the 35th Wwe weare given orders toc move to
a 1ittle town by the name of Erlenbach sbout 5 killometers from
Otterbach and this time was to be the Inf way walking. It was hotter .
than heck th:t morning or it seemed that was %o us as we had most
of our winter cloths on. When we arrived at this town we wers told
that we were the only troops in it and was to have strick guzrd duty
and elsc warned again about fraternization. The Nachine gurl section
was housed on the main road end pleced s machine gun on the road
while the Mortors were ur on e little hill overloocking the road and
were alsc able to set the mortors to cover either road. The -C.P.
was in the School house in the middle of town it was there were we
went after our chow.



